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THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 


WELWYN  GARDEN  CITY  URBAN,  HATFIELD  RURAL 
AND  WELWYN  RURAL  DISTRICTS 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen , 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and 
social  conditions  of  your  Districts  for  1969.  The  main  body  of  the  report 
covers  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Departments  of  the  District  Councils, 
information  on  the  personal  health  and  welfare  services  of  the  County  Council 
being  appended  as  a  supplement.  The  sections  dealing  with  the  Sanitary 
Circumstances  of  the  Area  and  the  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  have 
been  compiled  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  provide  a  detailed  review 
of  their  work  throughout  the  year. 

The  country  was  largely  unprepared  for  the  sudden  and  widespread 
epidemic  of  influenza  which  reached  Hertfordshire  during  the  last  two  weeks 
of  December,  for  the  outbreak,  due  to  the  spread  of  the  Hong  Kong  strain 
of  influenza  virus  5AC  had  been  forecast  for  the  previous  winter  when, 
following  intensive  vaccination  of  priority  groups  and  advice  to  hospitals 
in  the  autumn,  nothing  occurred.  In  Mid  Hertfordshire  the  outbreak  became 
widespread  during  the  last  week  in  December  1969  and  then  gradually  subsided 
affecting  particularly  the  elderly  and  young  children,  and  causing  acute 
respiratory  distress  to  those  with  chronic  heart  or  lung  disease  and 
elderly  incapacitated  persons «  The  increase  in  deaths  among  the  elderly 
and  the  resulting  bronchitis  and  other  respiratory  upsets  continued  to  engage 
the  attention  of  general  practitioners  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  Winter 
and  Spring,  but  the  epidemic  occurred  too  late  in  1969  to  be  reflected  in 
the  vital  statistics  for  the  year  for  it  can  be  seen  that  the  mortality  rates 
are  no  higher  than  in  previous  years. 

The  standardised  birth  rates  continued  at  their  low  levels  and  the 
infant  mortality  rate  in  each  district  was  low  and  compared  favourably  with 
the  National  and  County  figure  o 

Apart  from  the  influenza  outbreak  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases 
remained  remarkably  low  in  each  district 0  In  March  a  young  boy  living  in 
Welwyn  Garden  City  was  treated  in  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Hospital  for 
paratyphoid  fever,  and  in  September  a  young  Hatfield  man  recently  returned 
from  holiday  in  Tunisia  contracted  typhoid  fever.  No  other  major  infectious 
disease  occurred  due  to  the  high  levels  of  protection  achieved  by  the 
vaccination  and  immunisation  programme .  Data  recently  provided  by  the  County 
Computer  shew  that  the  level  of  primary  protection  of  young  children  against 
diphtheria  and  poliomyelitis  has  now  risen  to  over  tyQP/o  while  the  smallpox 
vaccination  rate  is  over  60 %. 

The  incidence  of  dysentery,  gastro  enteritis,  and  other  food  borne 
infections  remained  low,  there  being  little  to  report  apart  from  one  outbreak 
of  food  poisoning  among  guests  at  a  small  dinner  party  at  Hatfield  in  March, 
and  occasional  individual  notifications,  each  of  which  was  investigated  and 
tests  arranged  to  ensure  freedom  from  infection  after  treatment. 
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An  intensive  outbreak  of  Hand  Foot  &  Mouth  Disease  occurred  among 
young  children  in  Welwyn  Garden  City  and  Hatfield  during  July  and  August® 

This  is  an  infection  with  coxsackie  A  virus  producing  small  vesicles  and 
ulcers  in  the  mouth  and  on  the  hands  and  feet  with  slight  rise  of  temperature 
and  malaise  lasting  4-5  days  and  spreading  by  direct  contact  between 
children  in  families  and  nurseries e  The  infection  is  a  clinical  rarity,  is 
not  related  to  foot  and  mouth  disease  of  animals  and  does  not  give  rise  to 
any  serious  complications •  A  letter  was  sent  to  general  practitioners 
drawing  their  attention  to  this  condition  following  which  a  total  of  27 
children  were  notified  to  the  department  some  of  whom  were  visited  and  swabs 
taken  for  virus  culture 0  Dr„  Lane,  Director  of  the  Luton  Public  Health 
Laboratory  subsequently  reported  isolation  of  coxsackie  A  virus  from  six  out 
of  seven  children  investigated 0  Field  investigation  shewed  rapid  spread 
among  young  children  in  a  family  and  among  their  playmates  in  neighbouring 
families,  the  condition  often  being  undetected  by  the  parents  until 
disclosed  by  the  visit®  All  children  made  a  speedy  and  complete  recovery 
from  their  infection0 

The  publication  of  the  Seebohm  and  Redcliffe  Maud  reports  during  the 
year  and  the  Government's  Green  Paper  on  the  future  structure  of  the  National 
Health  Service  have  served  to  define  more  clearly  the  Government’s  intentions 
for  the  reorganisation  of  local  government,  the  social  services  and  the  future 
structure  of  the  National  Health  Service,,  The  changes  in  the  social  services 
have  no w  been  presented  in  some  detail,  while  the  other  proposals  are  still 
only  in  part  outlined  and  giving  rise  to  considerable  controversy  and 
speculation®  All  of  these  proposals  will  result  in  profound  changes  in  the 
practice  of  public  health,  changes  which  have  become  necessary  because  of  the 
rapid  development  of  the  social  services  in  recent  years  and  the  recognition 
of  new  priorities  in  environmental  hygiene  and  personal  health  services. 

The  change  of  government  will  inevitably  cause  a  temporary  delay  in  the 
publication  of  more  detailed  proposals  for  reorganisation  of  local  government 
and  the  health  services,  for  the  new  ministers  will  need  to  survey  the  draft 
proposals  in  both  instances  in  the  light  of  their  election  pledges  while 
being  under  some  pressure  from  the  central  department  to  continue  along  the 
broad  lines  of  policy  laid  down  by  the  Redcliffe  Maud  Report  and  the  second 
green  paper  on  the  health  services.  There  will  undoubtedly  be  new  opportunities 
for  the  development  and  integration  of  environmental  public  health  work  and  the 
community  health  services  under  the  new  Area  Health  Authorities  if  health 
education  and  the  community  health  services  remain  community  based  and  equal 
partners  with  the  specialised  diagnostic  and  curative  services  in  the  hospitals. 

The  latest  report  on  the  drug  addiction  situation  in  Mid  Hertfordshire 
is  included  in  the  section  on  the  personal  health  services.  In  1969  heroin 
became  far  less  readily  available  to  drug  takers  as  a  result  of  the  Dangerous 
Drugs  Act  1967  which  limited  the  prescribing  of  these  drugs  and  also  raethedrine 
for  injection  disappeared  from  the  local  scene.  The  smoking  of  cannabis  and 
the  taking  of  amphetamines  and  other  stimulant  drugs  generally  shewed  some 
decline  due  to  the  close  attention  of  the  police  department  although  a  group 
of  young  persons  in  South  Hatfield  attracted  by  a  core  of  seasoned  drug  injectors 
indulged  in  regular  trials  of  the  whole  range  of  drugs  until  the  band  broke  up 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  While  the  determined  drug  taker  in  Mid  Hertfordshire 
can  usually  purchase  drugs  to  maintain  his  addiction  in  the  central  London  area 
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some  of  which  are  passed  around  to  his  associates  locally,  there  was  no 
general  extension  of  drug  taking  during  the  yearc  However,  with  heroin 
less  readily  obtainable  a  significant  feature  has  been  the  increase  in  the 
taking  of  barbiturate  drugs  especially  Mandrax  and  Tuinal  often  available 
in  the  home  having  been  prescribed  as  sleeping  tablets 0  The  uncontrolled 

taking  of  barbiturate  drugs  by  young  people  often  in  addition  to  other  drugs 
and  alcohol  can  lead  to  rapid  mental  and  physical  deterioration 0 

Discussion  on  the  dangers  of  drug  taking  are  now  included  in  the 
curriculum  of  most  secondary  schools  and  prompt  steps  are  taken  by  the  staffs 
when  they  have  reason  to  suspect  that  a  pupil  is  dabbling  in' drugs «  It  is 
encouraging  to  report  that  there  has  been  no  evidence  of  a  general  increase 
in  drug  taking  by  younger  persons  attending  school  as  was  forecast  two  years 
ago*  Education  of  the  public  in  the  ill  effects  of  unsupervised  drug  taking, 
and  the  treatment  and  support  of  the  group  of  former  heroin  takers  -  a  most 
difficult  and  protracted  business  -  thus  remain  the  two  most  important  tasks 
in  Mid  Hertfordshire . 

In  conclusion,  I  must  again  express  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation 
and  assistance  given  by  the  Clerk  and  other  Officers  of  the  respective  District 
Councils,  and  especially  to  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  who  have  helped  me  by 
carrying  out  much  detailed  work  in  addition  to  their  routine  duties* 


July,  1970. 


G„  R.  TAILOR 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 


G.Re  TAYLOR,  M.B.,  B.S.  (London)  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 


E.P.  RIGBY,  M.B.E.,  M.B. ,  B.S, ,  D.P.H. ,  D.T.M.  &  H, 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector: 

L.  GARDINER,  M.R.S.H. ,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Deputy  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector: 

D.H.  RATLIFF,  Cert.  P.H.I.E.B. 

Public  Health  Assistant: 

T.D.E.  TREVIS 

Rodent  Operative: 

E.J.  THOMAS  (Retired  March  1969) 


Clerks: 

MRS.  D.L,  WALLACE 
A.  A.  W.  CALLABY 
6 


WELWYN  GARDEN  CITY  SECTION 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres  •••••  . .  4,231 

Population  (mid  year  1969  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General)  41,230 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  31st  March,  1970  .....  12,749 
Rateable  value  of  the  District,  31st  March,  1970  .  £3,623,000 
Product  of  a  penny  rate,  1969/70  . ....  .....  . ....  £14,300 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 

Total 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  286 

liIVE  BIRTHS 

Number  595 

Rate  per  1,000  population  14.4 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  6.2 

STILLBIRTHS 

Number  7 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  11.6 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  602 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  4 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  7»0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  Legitimate  live  births  7*1 

Illegitimate  ”  H  "  ”  Illegitimate  ”  ”  NIL 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  5*0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  5*0 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 

1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  1 6 .6 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  NIL 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  NIL 
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Population 


The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  population  in  Mid  1969  was 
41230,  an  increase  of  80  over  the  figure  for  1968  but  220  less  than  in  1967» 

Deaths  shewed  a  slight  reduction  (6)  on  the  previous  year.  The 
decline  in  the  number  of  births  evident  over  the  past  few  years  appears  to 
be  levelling  off,  the  figure  for  1969  being  only  3  less  than  that  for  1988. 


Deaths 


As  might  be  expected  the  main  causes  of  death  continue  to  be  those 
conditions  which  particularly  affect  the  aged,  namely  heart  disease, 
cerebro-vascular  accidents  and  cancer.  Deaths  from  cancer  (78)  continue 
to  rise,  and  it  is  noteworthy  that  23  of  these  deaths  were  due  to  cancer 
of  the  respiratory  tract.  Surprisingly  there  were  fewer  deaths  from 
pneumonia,  bronchitis  and  other  respiratory  diseases  as  the  main  effect  of 
the  influenza  epidemic  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  shewn  in  the  mortality 
returns  early  in  1970. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Ave.  past 
five  years 

Heart  Diseases 

49 

33 

82 

68 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

4 

9 

13 

10 

Cancer,  Malignant  disease 

4l 

36 

77 

60 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  Thrombosis 

17 

31 

48 

33 

Pneumonia 

10 

7 

17 

13 

Bronchitis  and  other  respiratory  diseases  11 

3 

16 

14 

Road  Traffic  and  other  accidents 

4 

4 

8 

9 

Leukaemia 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Diabetes 

— 

<_ 

— 

2 

Congenital  Malformation 

2 

2 

4 

2 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  etc. 

2 

1 

3 

2 

Pregnancy 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Other  defined  causes 

11 

4 

15 

17 

152 

134 

286 

Deaths  from  Cancer:  Total  77 


Respiratory  tract 
Breast  -  4 


23  Alimentary  tract  and  liver  -  24 

Uterus  -  3  Unclassified  -  21 
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Comparison  of  Annual  Rates? 


The  following  table  shews  the  Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and 
Infant  Mortality  Rates  since  1965  with  the  corresponding  figures  for 
England  and  Wales  for  1969° 
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1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 


17.6 
1608 
15.7 
1 4.5 
14.4 


0,87 

0o87 

0o87 

O087 

O087 


15.3 

14.6 
13*7 

12.6 

12,5 


5*7 

5*9 

6*5 

7.1 

6.9 


1.82 

1.80 

1.77 

1.80 

1.74 


10.57 

10.6 

11.5 

12.8 

12.0 


16.9 

20.4 

9.2 

12.0 

7.0 


England 
and  Wales 
1969 


16.3 


11.9 


18.0 


While  the  standardised  birth  rate  for  the  town  (12.5)  is  well 
below  the  figure  for  England  &  Wales  (l6.3)  the  decline  from  the  previous 
year  was  less  than  the  fall  in  the  National  rate.  The  standardised  death 
rate  for  the  second  year  running  is  marginally  above  the  National  rate. 
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Births 


Infant  Mortality 


The  ages  and  causes  of  death  reported  were  as  follows  ; 


Sex 


Cause  of  death 


2  hours  M 
4  hours  M 
7  hours  F 

3  months  F 


Cerebral  Anoxia 

Respiratory  distress,  Prematurity 
Prematurity  (30  weeks  pregnancy) 
Congenital  disease  of  the  heart 


All  these  deaths  were  the  consequence  of  the  hazards  of  being 
born  or  of  congenital  abnormality,  and  it  is  noteworthy  that  three 
of  the  four  occurred  within  a  few  hours  of  birth. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were 
received  during  the  year 


Scarlet  Fever 

9 

(14) 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

(-) 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

(16) 

Poliomyelitis 

Nil 

(-) 

Measles 

^3 

(90) 

Infectious  Jaundice 

3 

(-) 

Paratyphoid 

1 

(  -) 

Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  1968 


The  steady  decline  in  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  in 
recent  years  has  thus  been  maintained  and  there  is  little  upon  which 
to  comment  apart  from  the  one  case  of  paratyphoid  fever  in  March. 

The  young  boy  was  treated  at  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Hospital  and  made  a 
quick  recovery  from  his  illness .  The  source  of  his  infection  was  not 
traced  in  spite  of  a  most  searching  investigation o 

Measles  vaccination  which  started  in  1968,  produced  dramatic 
results  in  1969  which  would  normally  have  been  an  epidemic  year,  for  the 
number  of  measles  cases  notified  were  less  than  half  the  number  notified 
in  1968  and  only  k%  of  the  total  notified  in  1967  the  previous  epidemic 
year*  The  only  significant  crop  of  measles  cases  occurred  in  Mayj,  June 
and  July  when  24  cases  were  notified.  There  were  no  outbreaks  of 
infectious  jaundice  the  three  notified  cases  occurring  adults » 


Tuberculosis 


Eight  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  under  treatment  or 
observation  moved  into  the  town  in  1969c  There  were  five  locally 
reported  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  one  of  non~pulmonary 
tuberculosis . 

The  number  of  local  infections  of  tuberculosis  during  the  past 
five  years  were  i- 

1969  1966  1967  1968  1969 

7  8  4  6  9 

Study  of  the  annual  total  of  tuberculosis  notifications 
illustrates  the  continued  decline  both  in  the  number  of  new  cases 
notified  and  in  the  number  of  deaths,  due  to  the  present  policy  of 
early  diagnosis,  segregation  of  the  sputum  positive  patient  and  immediate 
treatment  to  overcome  his  infection  and  render  him  non  infectious.  New 
cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  are  caused  by  infection  transmitted  from 
an  undetected  sputum  positive  case,  usually  middle  aged  or  elderly,  due 
to  the  reactivation  of  old  pulmonary  tuberculosis  by  continued  cigarette 
smoking  and  bronchitis. 
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Housing 


During  the  year  42  lettings  to  childless  couple  applicants 
were  obtained  from  the  completion  of  the  Cole  Green  Lane  Re  -development 
scheme  comprising  42  one  bedroomed  flats0 

The  Council  made  a  policy  decision  to  modernise  their  pre-war 
housing  schemes  and  work  commenced  upon  the  modernisation  of  Housing 
Scheme  No  <>3?  an  estate  comprising  100  houses  in  Longcroft  Lane  and 
Birdcroft  Roado 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Housing  Manager  for  the  following  details 
of  the  Council  ®s  housing  progress  <> 


As  at 

As  at 

31 c12o68 

31o12®69 

Number 

of  houses  owned  by  the  Council 

3,024 

3,067 

Number 

of  garages  owned  by  the  Council 

823 

969 

Number 

of  families  housed  during  the  year 

105 

199 

Position  of  Applicant  Register  % 

Priority  grades 

Non-priority  grades 

281 

291 

166 

21 4 

Engaged  couples 

335 

169 

During  the  year  the  Council  received  an  allocation  from  the 
Commission  for  the  New  Towns  of  50$  of  their  casual  vacancies » 


No  new  dwellings  were  erected  by  the  Commission  for  the  New 
Towns  during  the  year  but  site  works  for  the  Panshanger  III  Scheme 
were  -under  construction u  An  arrangement  made  with  the  Welwyn  Garden 

City  Urban  District  Council  for  a  period  of  twelve  months,  allowed 
that  one  in  every  two  dwellings  becoming  vacant  would  be  allocated  to 
them  for  local  needs 0  The  waiting  period  for  9 key 5  nominations  for 

housing  by  the  Commission  is  approximately  6-9  months 0 


Following  discussion  between  the  Council,  Commission  for  the 
New  Towns  and  the  County  Health  &  Welfare  Department  agreement  was 
reached  during  the  year  on  financial  responsibility  for  modifications 
required  to  the  homes  of  incapacitated  persons  and  there  has  been  a 
steady  increase  in  this  work  -  both  major  modifications  needing 
detailed  and  careful  planning  and  the  minor  adaptations  so  necessary 
for  those  afflicted  with  arthritis  and  the  elderly 0  I  would  like  to 

record  my  appreciation  of  the  cooperation  and  consideration  shewn  by 
the  Housing  Managers  and  their  staffs  in  assessing  the  needs  of 
physically  handicapped  residents  and  often  arranging  transfers  to 
more  suitable  accommodation  to  avoid  the  expense  of  modifying  homes 
which  are  basically  unsuitable  for  persons  with  severe  handicaps® 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1 .  WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Chief  Chemist  and  Bacteriologist  of  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Co, 
provides  monthly  reports  regarding  the  quality  of  the  water  supplied 


to  this  district. 

They  may  be  summarised  as  follows:- 

Month 

Total 

Examined 

Examined 

obtained 

Samples 

Bacteriologicallv 

Chemicallv 

1969 

January 

51 

49 

2 

February 

40 

37 

3 

March 

46 

45 

1 

April 

19 

19 

- 

May 

28 

28 

— 

June 

22 

21 

1 

July 

26 

26 

- 

August 

16 

1 6 

— 

September 

28 

26 

2 

October 

24 

23 

1 

November 

21 

21 

- 

December 

21 

19 

2 

342 

330 

12 

All  the  samples  were  considered  to  conform  to  the  standards  of 
purity  suitable  for  public  supply. 

G-eneral 

Every  dwelling  in  the  area  has  a  direct  supply  piped  from  the 
public  mains,  and  the  water  supply  was  found  to  be  satisfactory  in 
both  quality  and  quantity  throughout  the  year. 

Only  one  complaint  was  received  regarding  the  condition  of  the 
water,  and  samples  from  the  complainant's  house  were  submitted  to  The 
Counties  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

The  report  was  as  follows:  - 
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Appearance 

Colour 

pH 


Clear  and  bright 
Nil 
7o2 


Electric  Conductivity  540 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  16 
Nitrate  Nitrogen  5°0 

Ammoniaeal  Nitrogen  0o00 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  0o00 

Hardness  : 

Metals  : 


Turbidity  (A0PoH.Ao  units) 
Odour 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 


Nil 

Nil 

34 


Dissolved  Solids  dried  at  180VC  390 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  255 
Nitrite  Nitrogen  Absent 

Permanganate  Value  0*3 

Residual  Chlorine  Absent 

Total  295  -  ( Carbonate  255  Non-carbonate  40) 


:  Iron,  Zinc,  Copper,  Lead  -  Absent 

Report  on  s ample % 


”This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in  reaction 
and  free  from  iron  and  other  metals *  The  water  is  hard  in  character 

but  not  to  an  excessive  degree  and  it  contains  no  excess  of  mineral 
constituents,.  It  is  of  very  satisfactory  organic  and  bacterial  purity* 


These  results  are  indicative  of  a  pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable 
for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes* 


Due  to  the  hard  character  of  the  water,  scale  in  kettles  is 
inevitable*  The  green  colour  of  the  scale  is  doubtless  due  to  copper 
compound  deriving  from  new  pipe  work  but  the  effect  would  be  expected 
to  decline  with  time*  Meanwhile  the  traces  of  copper  compound  concerned 
do  not  reflect  on  the  wholesomeness  of  the  water  for  consumption*” 

2o  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


The  town  is  served  on  a  separate  system*  Foul  sewage  is  gathered 
by  tributory  sewers  and  by  means  of  gravity  or  through  one  of  the  five 
pumping  stations  and  is  discharged  via  the  Mimram  Valley  Outfall  Sewer 
to  the  Middle  Lea  Regional  Works  at  Ryemeads* 

Rivers  and  Streams 

A  portion  of  the  River  Mimram  (approximately  one  mile)  runs  through 
the  northern  part  of  the  district,  and  a  portion  of  the  River  Lea 
(approximately  half  a  mile)  runs  throu^i  the  southern  part  of  the  district, 

3.  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

With  the  exception  of  one  cottage,  situated  on  the  north-western 
boundary  of  the  district,  all  the  closet  accommodation  is  on  the  water 
carriage  system.  There  are  no  sewers  in  the  vicinity  of  this  cottage* 
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4.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


(a)  House  refuse  is  collected  weekly  in  motor  vehicles  by 
the  Council’s  staff.  The  refuse  is  taken  to  the  tip  at 
Cole  Green  Lane  owned  by  Inns  &  Co.  Ltd. 

(b)  Street  cleansing  is  carried  out  by  mechanical  sweepers 
supplemented  by  manual  sweeping  as  necessary. 

(  c)  Gully  Cleansing: - 

All  gullies  for  which  the  Council  is  responsible  are 
emptied  and  flushed  three  times  a  year  by  Contract  Gully 
Cleansing  Ltd.  who  have  a  contract  with  the  Council  for 
this  purpose. 

( d)  Dustbins: - 

The  provision  of  galvanised  iron  dustbins  is  enforced 
under  Section  64  of  the  Welwyn  Garden  City  Urban  District 
Council  Act,  1932.  Notifications  of  defective  bins  are 
passed  to  the  Health  Department  by  the  refuse  collectors 
and  the  owner  of  the  premises  is  required  to  provide  the 
necessary  replacement  bin. 


5.  SHOPS 


Hygiene  in  food  shops  and  the  welfare  of  assistants  in  all 
shops  necessitates  frequent  visiting  of  premises  covered  by  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and/ or  The  Shops  Act,  1950.  Seven 
hundred  and  eighteen  such  visits  were  made  during  the  year,  and 
the  following  is  a  summary  of  action  taken. 


Defects  Defects 

found  remedied 


Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  .  .0  7 

Sanitary  Defects  .  3 


7 

3 


Infringements  of  The  Shops  Act  10 


10 


Other  Defects 


9  6  9  O  ©  O 


7 


7 


Twenty-one  Notices  were  served  and  these  were  all  complied  with. 
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6.  THE  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1 963 


The  total  number  of  premises  registered  with  this  Authority 
at  the  end  of  1969  was  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  and  the  number 
of  employees  was  six  thousand,  three  hundred  and  four. 

Visits  of  all  kinds  to  these  premises  totalled  four  hundred 
and  eighty-three,  and  eighty-three  infringements  of  the  Act  were 
found  and  dealt  with* 


Inadequate  first  aid  equipment 
Inadequate  washing  facilities 
Danger  or  obstruction  ...  ... 

Heating,  lighting  and  ventilation 
Overcrowding 

Lack  of  maintenance  ...  ... 

Others  ...  ...  ... 


18 

2 

19 

24 

15 

5 


Fifteen  accidents,  where  employees  were  away  from  work  for 
more  than  three  days,  were  notified  to  this  Authority.  No  accident 
was  fatal,  but  investigations  were  carried  out  in  ten  cases  where 
it  appeared  that  the  accident  could  have  been  avoided  by  precaution¬ 
ary  measures. 

The  Hoists  and  Lifts  Regulations,  which  came  into  force  on 
28th  May  1969,  imposed  requirements  covering  the  construction, 
maintenance  and  examination  of  lifts. 

Notice  has  been  given  in  all  cases  where  work  was  found  to 
be  necessary. 
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7.  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  during 
the  year  "by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 

Factories  (  with  mechanical  power)  . ..  226 
Factories  (without  mechanical  power)  ...  2 
Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  38 
Surveys  and  visits  for  Rodent  Control  ...  117 

Shops  o.o  000  o  0 »  000  000  1 j 329 
Insect  Pests  (other  than  bed  bugs)...  ...  221 
Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 
Visits  to  Public  Health  Laboratories  ...  39 
Dwelling  Houses  (under  Housing  Acts)  ...  64 
Inspections  or  Visits  re 

Drainage  . . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 3 
Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  226 
Council  Property  (other  than  houses)  ...  14. 
Noise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36O 
Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 
Dustbins  and  accumulations  of  refuse  108 
Destruction  of  bed  bugs  19 
Miscellaneous  visits  175 


Number  of  Notices  eoo  145 
(These  Notices  were  all  complied  with) 

80  SMOKE  ABATEMENT  AND  AIR  POLLUTION 

Smoke  observations  made  . • • 

Smoke  nuisances  or  contraventions 
Air  pollution  observations  . .. 

9.  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

Five  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  during  the  year. 


201 

12 

278 
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HOUSING 


Inspections  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year:- 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  for  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  o.®  174 

(b)  Number  of  visits  made  for  this  purpose  312 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to 

be  fit  or  in  which  defects  were  found  0®o  96 

The  necessary  work  was  carried  out  in  each  case* 


NOISE  ABATEMENT 


Noise  nuisances  from  three  factories  in  the  town  were  found  to 
justify  action  under  Section  1  of  the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  I960,  In 
each  case  the  noise  was  reduced  by  the  provision  of  sound  barriers, 
and  readings  taken  since  have  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


1.  MILK 

(i)  Biological  Examinations 

The  County  Council  obtains  samples  of  raw  milk  from  Tuberculin 
Tested  and  non-designated  herds  and  has  them  examined  for  the  presence 
of  Tubercle  Bacilli  and  Brucella  Abortus,,  No  report  of  the  presence 
of  either  of  these  organisms  was  received  during  1969. 

(ii)  Milk  Sampling 

Sixty  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  during  the  year  for  testing 
at  the  public  health  laboratories.  The  samples  were  obtained  from 


delivery  vehicles,  shops  and  milk  depots. 

No.  of 

Type  of  milk  samples  samples 

Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  25 

Pasteurised  &  Homogenised  Milk  ...  5 

Pasteurised  Channel  Island  Milk  ...  20 

Sterilised  Milk  ...  <,.•  ...  10 


Investigations  were  carried  out  when  five  of  the  samples  failed 
on  test  and  subsequent  samples  taken  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

2.  ICE  CREAM  AND  SIMILAR  PRODUCTS 


Ninety- three  samples  of  ice  cream  and  lollies  were  obtained 
during  the  year,  and  the  results  may  be  tabulated  as  follows:  - 

Type  of  Ice  Cream  Provisional  G-rade 


Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Total 

1 

2 

2 

k 

Wrapped  Briekettes 

7 

2 

i 

- 

10 

Wrapped  Choc-bars 

4 

— 

- 

- 

4 

Iced  Cream  Lollies 

19 

- 

4 

— 

23 

Soft  or  loose  Ice  Cream 

41 

6 

9 

— 

56 

77 $ 

8| % 

190 

— 

100$ 

Follow-up  samples  were  obtained  in  each  case  after  a  failure  on 
test  and  the  methods  of  storage  and  handling  of  the  ice  cream  were 
investigated. 


3o  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  (Excluding  Milk  and  Ice  Cream) 


The  amount  of  food  voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  was  5,728  lbs.  made  up  as  follows? - 


Uncooked  Food 

lbs. 

Meat 

o  o  o 

236 

Fish 

O  •  O 

614 

Miscellaneous 

o  o  © 

60 

Frozen  Foods  ( due  to  refrigeratoi 

Vegetables 

o  o  o 

644 

Fish 

o  o  o 

573 

Meat 

o  o  * 

358 

Ice  Cream  &  Lollies 

230 

Poultry 

©  o  © 

134 

Miscellaneous 

©  ©  o 

345 

Food  in  Containers 

Meat 

e>  e  © 

167 

Vegetables 

©  ©  o 

199 

Milk 

o  o  © 

31 

Fruit 

©  ©  o 

2  46 

Fish 

©  O  9 

21 

Miscellaneous 

0  9  0 

1,870 

4.  LABORATORY  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD 


Chemical  and  Bacteriological  examinations  of  food  are  carried 
out  on  behalf  of  the  Council,  as  occasion  requires,  ats- 

(i)  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories, 

Thresh  House,  Verulam  Street, 

G-ray®  s  Inn  Road,  London,  W.C.1, 

(ii)  Public  Analyst, 

20  East cheap, 

London,  E.G.3. 

(iii)  Public  Health  Laboratory, 

Luton  and  Dunstable  Hospital, 

Lewsey  Road,  Luton. 

Bacteriological  examination  only  is  carried  out  ats- 

(iv)  Hill  End  Laboratory, 

Hill  End  Hospital,  Stc  Albans. 

(v)  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Hospital, 

Welwyn  G-arden  City. 
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5.  FOOD  AND  DEUG-S  ACT,  1955 


The  provisions  of  this  Act,  concerning  adulteration,  are  admin¬ 
istered  by  the  County  Council.  Sixty-seven  samples  of  food  or  drugs 
in  common  use  were  obtained  in  Welwyn  Garden  City  during  the  year  by 
Sampling  Officers  of  the  County  Council.  The  following  list  shows 
the  results  of  the  formal  and  informal  samples  obtained. 


Sample 

Milk 

Whisky 

Rum 

Gin 

Apple  Low-Calorie  Squash 
Apricots  in  heavy  syrup 
Artichoke  hearts 
Cheese  Spread 
Patium  Peperium 
Dehydrated  veg.  flakes 
Peeled  Plum  Tomatoes 
Westphalian  Bierwurst 
Pate  of  Smoked  Anchovy 
Terr agon  leaves 
Soft  cheese  with  crab 
Milk 

Milk  C.I. 

Milk 

Milk  C.I. 

Milk 

Milk 

Milk 

Milk  Homogenised 
Washed  Carrots 
Finger  Carrots 
Cod  Fillets 

Fruit  Lolly 


Analyst” s  Report 

Genuine 

tt 

i» 

N 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

ft 

tt 

ft 

tt 

tt 

ft 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

It 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

It 

Contained  nemotode  worm,  harmless 
parasite,  explained  to  buyer. 

Consumer  complaint  of  contamination; 
not  justified. 
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Sample 

Milk  C.I.  : 

Mince  Beef  : 

Beef  Sausages  : 

Pork  Chipolatas  : 

Minced  Beef  and  Onion  Gravy  : 
Meat  Pudding  : 

Meat  Paste  Beef  : 

Camembert  Cheese  ; 

Minced  Beef 

Pork  Sausages  i 

Beef  Spread  : 

Curry  with  Chicken  &  Mushroom 
Corned  Beef  Loaf  : 

Chop  Suey  : 

Gee®  s  Linctus  : 

Parish® s  Syrup  Chemical  Food  : 
Spirit  of  Camphor 
Oil  of  Eucalyptus  : 

"Sugrosa"  calories,  no  saccharin 
Tri  Hextin  capsule 
Casilan  : 

Imitation  Bacon  bits  : 

Sauce  Napolitane  : 

"Tabasco"  : 

Buitoni  Canellone  % 


Quosh  Lemon  drink 
Steak  A  Kidney  Pie 
Pork  Joint 


Analyst®  s  Report 

Genuine 

w 

n 

n 

n 

M 

W 

n 

tt 

n 

M 

n 

n 

« 

w 

M 

n 

« 

« 

» 

w 

H 

M 

n 

Wording  on  can  entirely  in  Frencho 
No  statements  of  ingredients 0 
Such  statement  should  be  in  Englisho 
Importer  to  supply  stickers 0 

Consumer  complaint o  Not  justifiedo 
No  further  actionG 

Unpleasant  taste ;  attributed  to 
kidney;  buyer  reimbursed® 

Smelt  "off";  buyer  failed  to 

unwrap  before  refrigerating;  reimbursedo 
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Sample 

Analyst*  s  Report 

Bread  Roll  : 

Contained  piece  of  string* 

Letter  of  caution  to  Bakers. 

Small  white  loaf  bread  : 

Alleged  foreign  matter;  actually 
small  amount  of  brown  bread. 

Bread 

Discoloured.  Brown  stain  due  to 
incorporation  of  small  proportion 
of  caramel.  Letter  of  caution. 

Anadin 

Genuine 

Instant  creamed  Potatoes 

n 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

ti 

Ground  White  Pepper 

n 

Beef  Casserole  with  veg. 

it 

Strawberry  Jam 

It 

Mincemeat 

It 

Irish  Stew 

It 

Corned  Beef 

It 

t 
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6.  COMPLAINTS  BY  THE  GENERAL  PUBLIC  CONCERNING  FOOD 


Thirty-one  complaints  were  received  about  food  purchased  in  the  town. 


Nature  of  Complaint 

No.  of  complaints 

Food  containing  foreign  matter 

o  •  © 

11 

Food  with  abnormal  taste  or  smell 

o  •  • 

1 

Food  mouldy  or  decomposing 

o  o  o 

11 

Others 

©  •  o 

8 

Each  case  was  investigated  and,  as  far  as  possible,  steps 
were  taken  which  would  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  complaint. 


7.  VISITS  MADE  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  CONTROLLING  FOOD 


Examination  of  meat  and  other  foods  . .  e  349 
Food  sampling  •••  118 
Re  Sale  of  ice  cream  oa>0  66 
Mobile  Vehicles  selling  ice  cream  c.o  23 
Mobile  Vehicles  selling  other  foods  ...  22 
Laboratories  with  food  samples  ...  9 

80  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 


(Where  more  than  one  principal  trade  is  carried  on 
at  one  shop  each  such  trade  is  separately  recorded) 


Trade 

No.  in  Town 

No.  of  visits  made 

Industrial  Canteens 

18 

15 

School  Canteens 

29 

104 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

16 

38 

Licensed  Premises 

16 

38 

Food  Manufacturers 

6 

32 

Butchers 

20 

194 

Fishmongers 

7 

78 

Grocers 

19 

280 

Greengrocers 

19 

81 

Confectioners 

18 

73 

Miscellaneous  Food  Premises 

7 

13 

Informal  Notices  s 

55 

.  These  were 

all  complied  with. 

Satisfactory  provisions 

have  been  made  in 

all  the  food  premises 

hand  washing  and  the  washing  of  equipment  to  comply  with  Regulations  16 
and  19  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  I960. 
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MR  POLLUTION 


Daily  observations  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  are  carried  out 
at  two  sites  in  Welwyn  Garden  City  for  the  Warren  Spring  Laboratory 
of  the  Ministry  of  Technology  who  collect  and  study  the  results  from 
over  1 ,000  sites  in  the  country. 

Site  No.  1  i  Council  Offices,  The  Campus,  Welwyn  Garden  City. 

Site  classified  as  small  Town  Centre. 

Site  No.  2  ;  Council  Depot,  Tewin  Road,  Welwyn  Garden  City. 

Site  classified  as  industrial  area. 

At  each  site  the  instrument  consists  of  a  small  continuous 
electric  suction  pump  that  draws  the  outside  air  through  an  air 
meter  and  a  filter  paper  and  gas  absorber  changed  daily,  Monday 
to  Friday.  Friday  to  Monday  the  observations  are  continuous  but 
averaged.  At  Bank  Holidays  the  sites  are  visited  to  retain  the 
continuity  of  measurements. 

It  is  proposed  as  soon  as  possible  to  set  up  an  automatic  seven 
day  sampler  to  overcome  the  holiday  and  weekend  difficulty. 

Smoke  is  estimated  on  the  stained  filter  paper  with  a  special 
photo-electric  reflectometer  and  sulphur  dioxide  in  the  liquid  from 
the  gas  absorber  by  chemical  analysis.  Results  are  forwarded 
monthly  to  Warren  Springs  where  they  are  calculated  by  computer. 

Results  for  1968  -  69 

(All  figures  in  micro  grammes  per  cubic  metre) 

(l  micro  gramme  equals  0.0001  milligrammes) 

Site  No.1  Site  No. 2 

Council  Offices  Tewin  Road  Depot 


Smoke 

Sulphur  Dioxide 

Smoke 

Sulphur  Dioxide 

Winter  averages 

52 

153 

49 

140 

Peak  Levels 

167 

428 

158 

421 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  is  little  difference  between  the  two  sites. 

Over  the  ten  years  since  observations  started  here  in  I960  smoke 
has  shown  a  small  but  steady  decrease,  whilst  sulphur  dioxide  has  re¬ 
mained  fairly  constant.  This  trend  is  similar  to  the  national  levels 
for  similar  sites  elsewhere. 

In  general  the  figures  are  low  and  thus  satisfactory. 
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GENERAL,  INCLUDING  SUPERVISION  OF  FACTORIES  AND  RODENT  CONTROL 

FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


1 .  INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES 
Premises 

T TT" 

FACTORIES  with  Mechanical  Power 
FACTORIES  without  Mechanical  Power 
OTHER  PREMISES  under  the  Act 


Insoections 

227 

2 


Number  of 
Notices 

~nr~ 


0 ceupiers 
Prosecuted 

~UZ — 


Total  229  2 


2.  DEFECTS  FOUND 


Number  of  Defects  Referred 


No.  of  offences 
in  respect  of 


Particulars 

“TO — 

Sanitary  Conveniences  S.7 

Insufficient 
Unsuitable  or  defective 
Not  separate  for  sexes 

Total 


Found 

T 


by  H.  M.  which  prosecutions 
Remedied  Inspector  were  instituted 


4) 


157 


3.  FACTORIES  ACT  1961 
(a)  Outworkers 


The  occupiers  of  three  local  factories  distributed  work  to  two  hundred 
and  eighty-three  local  outworkers.  The  local  outwork  is  carried  out  in 
satisfactory  conditions  and  no  cause  for  complaint  has  arisen  during  the 
year.  In  addition  there  weres- 


2  local  outworkers  employed  by  a  firm  operating  in  Cheshuni; 

3  " 

2  " 


n 

ft 


31 

n 


n 


M 

n 


w  C  amden ; 

"  Islington. 
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(b)  Factories 


General  Information 


The  Factories  Act,  1961  ,  came  into  force  on  1st  April  1962,  and 
repealed  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1959® 

All  factories  in  the  town  are  of  modem  construction  and  have 
been  built  during  the  past  forty-seven  years.  Health  conditions  are 
generally  satisfactory  and  infringements  are  usually  of  a  minor  nature. 

Plans  for  new  factories  or  involving  alterations  of  existing 
factories  are  examined  by  the  Public  Health  Department  before  they 
are  approved.  The  Council  is  empowered  to  reject  the  plans  if  they 
do  not  comply  with  Section  37  or  43  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
Where  the  plans  submitted  did  not  comply,  amendments  were  informally 
negotiated  with  the  proposers  and  compliance  secured. 

4.  RODENT  CONTROL 

( a)  Administration 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  and  the  G-eneral  Assistant 
is  employed  for  the  greater  part  of  his  time  in  this  work. 

(b)  Rodent  Destruction 

As  a  result  of  complaints,  minor  infestations  of  rats  and/  or 
mice  were  found  to  be  present  on  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  premises. 

Details  of  the  type  and  infestation  found  are  as  follows:  - 

No.  of  Premises  No.  of  Visits 

Rats  1 1 6  758 

Mice  20  96 

1 36  854 


The  types  of  premises  found  to  be  infested  are  as  follows: 


Local 

Business  & 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Industrial 

Property 

Houses 

Premises 

No.  of  premises 

infested  by  Rats 

9 

116 

24 

No.  of  premises 

infested  by  Mice 

- 

20 

26 

No.  of  premises 

infested  by  Rats 

&  Mice 

--  - 

9 

136 

50 

2? 


( c)  Chargeable  Work 


All  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  are  treated  without 
charge  "but  rodent  destruction  on  commercial  and  industrial  premises 
is  chargeable  either  by  contract  or  by  private  works  orderc  In 
these  cases  the  agreement  of  the  occupier  of  such  premises  to  the 
charge  has  to  be  obtained  before  any  disinfestation  is  commenced,. 

Twenty-one  establishments  in  the  district  negotiated  contracts 
with  the  Local  Authority  in  respect  of  twenty-four  premises;  the 
income  from  these  contracts  was  £183. 


Details  of  visits  made  under  contract  and  of  infestations 
found  are  as  follows:  - 


No.  of 
infestations 
found 

No.  of 
visits 

Rats 

34 

653 

Mice 

36 

446 

70 

1,099 

addition,  the  income 
of  which  are:- 

from  private  works 

orders 

Noo  of 
infestations 
found 

No.  of 
visits 

Rats 

10 

63 

Mice 

25 

151 

35 

214 

( d)  Summary 

Rodent  infestations  from  all  sources  totalled  two  hundred  and 
thirty-seven,  and  visits  made  totalled  two  thousand,  two  hundred 
and  sixty-one. 

In  addition,  twelve  surveys  were  carried  out  by  the  G-eneral 
Assistant.  These  surveys  and  treatments  are  intended  to  deal  with 
rats  entering  the  Town  when  the  surrounding  fields  are  bare,  and 
there  is  a  marked  reduction  in  the  number  of  complaints  made  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year  because  of  these  treatments. 

Warfarin  is  still  the  most  useful  poison  for  rat  destruction 
and  there  has  been  no  evidence  of  warfarin  resistant  rats  in  the 
area. 
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5.  INSECT  PESTS 


The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  pests  destroyed 
by  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  number  of 
visits  made  by  them  to  the  infested  premises  for  that  purpose. 


Pest 

No. of  premises 
affected 

No. of  vis: 
made 

Wasps 

297 

310 

Bees 

8 

17 

Fleas 

1 6 

16 

Beetles 

13 

16 

Others 

25 

33 

359 

392 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  insect  powder  was  supplied  free 
to  occupiers  where  pressure  of  work  or  the  circumstances  of  the 
particular  case  made  personal  attention  either  not  possible  or 
unnecessary. 

One  hundred  and  forty-seven  occupiers  were  supplied  with  the 
free  issue,  mostly  to  deal  with  antse 

The  Council  has  instructed  that  a  charge  of  five  shillings 
shall  be  made  where  treatment  for  ants  is  carried  out  by  the  staff 
of  the  Health  Department. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  s 


G.R0  TAYLOR,  M.B, ,  B0S»  (London) 


MoRoC0So , 


L0R0C0P0,  DoP0Ho 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 


E„P. 


RIGBY,  M.B»E«, ,  M.B., 


B*S 


°  i 


D»P#H 


O  ? 


DoT»M0  &  H. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 
C.A.  BAILEY,  FoRoSoHo ,  M<,A0PoH0Io 


Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 
R.H.  EDLIN,  M,R»S9H, 9  M.A.P.H.I. 

District  Public  Health  Inspector: 
R.G.  MORGAN,  MoR.S.He,  M.A.P.H.I. 


Student  Public  Health  Inspector: 
S„  PARKINS 


Public  Health  Assistant  and  Rodent  Operative: 

LoA0  LAWRENCE 


Clerks : 

Mrs„  Jo  BANKS 
A.AoWo  CALLABY 
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HATFIELD  SECTION 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres  ©  ©  ©  ©  © » o  ©  <>  ©  ©  ©  ©©so 

Population  (raid  year  1969  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  31st  March,  1970  »®°o 

-Rateable  value  of  the  District,  31st  March,  1970  £3, 

Product  of  a  penny  rate,  1969/70  ©<>©©  Oo®o  ©o©0 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 

LIVE  BIRTHS 
Number 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

STILLBIRTHS 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 
Total  live  and  stillbirths 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year) 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  Legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  "  "  ”  **  Illegitimate  "  ” 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per 
1,000  total  live  births) 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per 
1,000  total  live  births) 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 

1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths) 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 


21,914 

45,690 

14,226 

026,560 

£12,495 

Total 

354 

611 

13.4 

6.7 

7 

11  ©3 
618 

9 

13 

12©3 
48  ©8 

9.8 
8*2 

19.9 

NIL 

NIL 
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Population 


There  was  a  further  slight  rise  in  the  population.  The  Registrar 
General cs  estimate  of  the  population  in  mid  1969  was  45,690  an  increase  of 
880  on  the  figure  for  mid  1968.  The  excess  of  live  births  over  deaths 
was  257,  much  the  same  as  in  1968  (253)® 

Births 


Live  births  shewed  quite  a  marked  decline  from  64l  in  1968  to  6l1. 


Deaths 


The  upward  trend  apparent  during  the  previous  five  years  was 
reversed  in  1969  during  which  year  the  number  of  deaths  fell  by  34  from 
the  1968  figure  of  388. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Average 
past  five 

years 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  and  thrombosis 

20 

67 

87 

73 

Heart  Diseases 

46 

45 

91 

100 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

7 

3 

12 

12 

Cancer,  Malignant  disease 

43 

33 

78 

66 

Pneumonia 

7 

13 

22 

16 

Bronchitis  and  other  respuratory  diseases 

16 

11 

27 

20 

Road  Traffic  and  other  accidents 

6 

4 

10 

11 

Congenital  malformation 

2 

1 

3 

3 

Leukaemia 

1 

- 

1 

2 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

1 

Nephritis 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach,  etc. 

2 

1 

3 

2 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

— 

- 

- 

— 

Pregnancy 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Other  defined  causes 

10 

6 

16 

20 

161 

193 

354 

The  most  marked  variation  from  1968  was  in  deaths  from  heart  and 
circulatory  disease  which  shewed  an  overall  decline  of  14.  Deaths  from 
cancer  and  respiratory  diseases  rose  respectively  by  7  and  8. 

The  main  causes  of  death  were,  as  in  previous  years,  heart  disease, 
cerebral  haemorrhage  and  thrombosis  and  cancer. 

Deaths  from  Cancer:  78 


30  Alimentary  tract  and  liver 
Uterus  -  3  Unclassified 


14 

22 


Respiratory  tract 
Breast  -  9 
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Comparison  of  Annual  Rates: 


The  following  table  shews  the  Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and 
Infant  Mortality  Rates  since  1965,  with  the  corresponding  figures  for 
England  and  Wales  for  1969. 


The  steady  decline  in  the  birth  rate  from  196.5  to  1967  which  was 
reversed  in  1968  was  re-established  in  1969o  In  contrast  a  rising  death 
rate  apparent  from  1964  to  1968  was  reversed  in  1969o 


35 


Infant  Mortality 


The  ages 

and  causes 

of  death  reported  were  as  follows:- 

Age 

Sex 

Cause  of  death 

6  hours 

F 

Neonatal  Asphyxia 

2  days 

F 

Aspiration  Pneumonia 

2  days 

M 

Respiratory  Distress  Syndrome 

3  days 

M 

Prematurity  -  27  weeks 

3  days 

M 

Aspiration  Pneumonia  -  Prematurity 

7  days 

M 

Respiratory  Distress  Syndrome  -  Prematurity 

1 1  weeks 

F 

Acute  Entero-colitis  '  • 

3  months 

M 

Pulmonary  Oedema  -  Cows  Milk  Allergy 

6  months 

M 

Acute  Respiratory  Infection 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  majority  of  these  infant  deaths  occurred 
during  the  first  week  of  life  associated  with  prematurity  and  neo  natal 
collapse,  in  spite  of  specialised  attention  in  the  intensive  care  unit 
of  the  hospitals 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received 
during  the  year 


Scarlet  Fever 

10 

(15) 

Dysentery 

2 

(-) 

Whooping  Cough 

13 

(21) 

Food  Poisoning 

10 

(-) 

Measles 

59 

(41) 

Infectious  Jaundice 

7 

(6) 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

(  -) 

Figures  in 

brackets  refer  to  1968 

Scarlet  Fever  shewed  an  even  distribution  during  the  first  half 
of  the  year*  Whooping  Cough  shewed  a  peak  incidence  in  December  when 
7  cases  were  notified. 

The  vaccination  programme  against  measles,  started  in  June  1968, 
had  as  its  immediate  objective  the  prevention  of  an  otherwise  inevitable 
epidemic  in  the  latter  part  of  that  year  and  early  in  1969*  It  was 
successful,  no  more  than  37  notifications  being  received  up  to  the  end 
of  November  1969.  During  the  early  part  of  1969  one  of  the  two  brands 
of  vaccine  then  in  use  had  to  be  withdrawn.  This  caused  the  curtailment 
of  the  vaccination  programme  and  for  most  of  the  year  only  the  routine 
vaccination  of  infants  was  possible.  This  may  be  the  explanation  for 
the  sudden  rise  in  infections  in  December  when  a  further  22  cases  were 
notified. 


Infections  with  infectious  jaundice  were  once  again  confined 
to  adolescents  and  adults. 
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Salmonella  Food  Poisoning 


Nine  members  of  a  small  party  who  dined  at  a  local  hotel  in  March 
subsequently  became  ill  with  symptoms  suggestive  of  salmonella  food 

poisoning. 


Although  bacteriological  identification  could  not  be  obtained  it 
was  probable  that  the  prawn  cocktail  at  the  commencement  of  the  meal  was 
contaminated  by  a  kitchen  hand  who  was  a  carrier  of  the  salmonella  organisms 
following  prior  infection.  The  hotel  kitchen  maintained  a  high  standard 
of  hygiene  but  the  manager  was  advised  of  the  need  for  stricter  observance 
of  the  rules  of  food  hygiene  -  particularly  the  reporting  of  all  gastro¬ 
intestinal  upsets  by  members  of  the  kitchen  staff. 

Tuberculosis 


Eleven  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  reported  locally. 

Their  ages  were 

10,  11,  29,  45,  48,  62,  68,  70,  74,  74  and  8l. 

All  except  two  cases  are  likely  to  have  been  the  result  of  the 
reactivation  of  old  infections.  The  children  aged  10  and  11  were  brother 
and  sister  and  were  likely  to  have  been  infected  by  a  grandparent,  one  of 
the  older  persons  notified. 

Four  patients  already  registered  and  under  treatment  or  observation 
moved  into  the  district  during  the  year.  Two  cases  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  reported  locally,  their  ages  were  24  and  51 • 

Children  in  forms  I  and  II  at  secondary  schools  were  tuberculin 
tested  in  19&9»  8.1  per  cent  shewed  a  positive  reaction.  980  children 
were  injected  with  B.C.G.  vaccine. 

The  only  source  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  is  a  tuberculosis  case 
with  positive  sputum  and  home  sources  of  infection  have  become  progressively 
fewer  due  to  the  success  of  the  tuberculosis  precautions  in  recent  years. 

It  is  mainly  in  the  age  group  of  older  men  that  the  incidence  of  positive 
sputum  cases  is  highest,  and  it  is  notable  that  there  is  no  comparable  high 
incidence  of  women  in  this  age.  Although  there  is  no  definite  proof  it  is  now 
believed  that  the  comparatively  high  incidence  in  older  men  is  not  usually  a 
new  infection  but  reactivation  of  quiescent  tuberculous  disease  of  the  lung  and 
that  this  disease  is  usually  reactivated  by  smoking  with  resultant  bronchitis. 
The  difficulty  is  that  the  symptoms  of  the  sputum  positive  cases  masquerade  in 
the  patient’s  mind  as  simple  smokers  cough  or  bronchitis  which  many  regard  as 
a  normal  condition  for  their  age.  General  practitioners  are  however  alive  to 
the  need  for  chest  X-ray  in  this  elderly  group  and  as  long  as  local  chest 
X-ray  facilities  are  readily  available  to  persons  referred  by  the  G.Ps.  then 
this  more  productive  group  is  adequately  cared  for.  Few  of  them  report  to 
ordinary  open  mass  radiography  sessions. 

Here  in  Mid  Herts  we  have  the  mobile  X-ray  unit  attending  weekly  at 
Trevelyan  House  in  Welwyn  Garden  City  and  at  the  Queensway  Health  Centre  in 
Hatfield  both  of  which  are  conveniently  placed  in  the  centre  cf  the  towns 
providing  adequate  opportunity  for  those  referred  by  their  doctors  to  have 
their  chests  X-rayed. 


Housing 


I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  E0W.  Pickering,,  Housing  Manager  for  the 
following  statement  on  the  progress  in  housing  made  by  the  Council 
during  the  year  i- 

"The  completion  of  housing  development  on  the  former  Lemsford 
track  area  (the  final  4  units)  and  the  whole  cf  the  development  on 
Wrestlers  site  (?8  dwellings)  plus  the  completion  of  the  Birchwooa 
Phase  I  development  (another  86  properties)  added  168  to  the  number 
of  properties  in  the  Council5 s  management  and  at  the  end  of  1969  the 
total  was  2 <, 9 86.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  site  preparation 
works  commenced  on  Birchwood  Phase  II  with  a  scheme  to  provide 
another  68  dwellings,  nearly  half  of  them  one~bedroomed,  for  letting 
in  1970o 


Despite  the  continuing  increase  in  the  number  of  applicants 
joining  the  housing  waiting  list  the  total  number  on  the  general  need 
list  and  the  elderly  persons  list  was  still  falling  until  the  Spring 
and  reached  its  lowest  point  for  some  years  numbering  Z50  applications 
from  solo  persons,  young  couples,  and  families  with  one  child  or  more, 
plus  just  over  100  on  the  list  of  persons  of  pensionable  or  near 
pensionable  age  of  which  roughly  80  had  no  real  housing  need  at  that 
time0  Inevitably  such  progress  cannot  be  maintained  indefinitely, 
the  6  month  waiting  time  began  to  increase  as  envisaged  and  as 
publicised  in  the  local  press  at  the  turn  of  the  year  and  by  the  end 
of  1989  the  list  had  grown  again  to  nearly  400  general  need 
applicants  arid  130  pensioners,  although  again  a  large  proportion  of 
the  latter  did  not  need  urgent  alternative  accommodation.  In 
addition  of  course  the  housing  applicants  from  the  waiting  list, 
many  existing  tenants  of  the  Council  were  transferred  to  more  suitable 
alternative  premises  and  direct  mutual  exchanges  of  accommodation 
were  arranged  for  a  number  of  others . 

In  addition,  the  Commission  for  the  New  Towns  repaid  17 
lettings  which  had  been  the  subject  of  reciprocal  arrangements  and 
allocated  for  Council  nominees  19  vacancies  surplus  to  their 
requirements  ail  of  them  bed/sitting  room  or  one-bedroomed  flats 0 

A  total  of  18  dwellings  were  let  to  Hatfield  R.D.C.  nominations 
during  the  year'  by  the  Commission  for  the  New  Towns.  The  waiting 
period  for  applications  under  the  Industrial  Selection  Scheme  is 
approximately  six  months. 

Building  commenced  on  the  construction  of  7  houses  for  sale 
on  the  Old  Hertford  Road. 

On  the  whole  a  reasonable  year’s  housing  but  with  the 
prospects  for  1970  not  quite  so  healthy." 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATERS 

Public  Supply  -  Lee  Valley  Water  Company 

The  district  is  well  served  "by  mains  water  Prom  a  numbed  of  Lee  Valley 
Company  sources.  Of  approximately  13,500  dwellings  in  the  whole  district, 
99°6/I  receive  domestic  water  direct  from  the  Company  mains 0 

During  the  year  the  new  Brookmans  Park  reservoir,  adjacent  to  the 
Radio  Station,  came  into  operation 0  This  supply  emanates  from  the  Great 
Ouse  catchment  area  (Grafham),  24"  and  30"  outlet  mains  now  link  this 
reservoir  to  the  existing  distribution  system0  Water,  understandably,  has 
a  character  of  its  own  according  to  individual  catchment  areas,  and  the 
"foreign"  taste  was  detected  by  a  few  local  consumers  supplied  from  the 
reservoir  and  tower » 


The  Water  Company  submitted  numerous  reports  on  samples  taken  from 
local  supplies  and  these  of  course  were  wholly  satisfactory. 

The  natural  fluoride  content  at  the  following  pumping  stations  in  the 
four  parishes  were  reported  as  follows:- 


ooeocoooo© 


000004©  ©  O  O 


Essendon 
Hatfield 
North  Mymms  © © . ©  0 © . 
N or i h aw  oo©oo©©«o©o 


U©2  milligrams  per  litre 

0o2  "  "  " 

0©2 
0o2 


II 

II 


II 

It 


II 

II 


The  Ministry  of  Health  regard  a  minimum  content  of  1  m.p.l.  as  the 
optimum  to  reduce  dental  decay© 


Private  Supplies 

Throughout  the  rural  areas  there  are  16  well/borehole  supplies  used 
for  domestic  purposes,  but  3  of  these  are  used  in  preference  to  the 
available  mains  supplies,  the  latter  being  used  only  for  emergency 
purposes l 

The  number  of  dwellings  dependent  solely  on  well  supply  is  44©  It  is 
incumbent  on  the  local  authority  to  sample  these  waters  periodically  for 
bacteriological  analysis,  and  following  is  a  summary  of  samples  taken  by 
the  public  health  inspectors  during  19^9© 
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No  .of 

Ch 

O 

O 

o 

S3 

<4H 

O 

0 

O 

S3 

Satisf ac- 

Unsatis- 

Wells 

etc. 

Dwel lings 

Served 

Samples 

Taken 

tory 

factory 

Astwick  Manor 

1 

2 

3 

3 

0 

Coopers  Green 

2 

,0, 

18 

11 

7 

North  Mymms 

4 

11/5/2/1 

8 

7 

1 

Roe  Hyde 

3 

5/1/1 

9 

9 

0 

Stanborough 

2 

l/l 

4 

4 

0 

Symondshyde 

1 

2 

2 

2 

0 

Lower  Woodside 

1 

1 

2 

2 

0 

Mill  Green 

1 

17 

2 

2 

0 

Lemsford  (Brocket  Park) 

1 

6 

3 

3 

0 

The  failures  at  Coopers  Green  above,  represented  repeat  samples  from 
various  points  on  the  domestic  system,  this  ultimately  pointed  to  the 
storage  tank  in  the  roof  and  contamination  by  birds  gaining  access  through 
small  openings.  These  v/ere  sealed  and  the  tank  sterilised,  since  when 
results  have  been  satisfactory. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL: 


Further  to  submission  of  the  proposed  sewerage  scheme  to  the  Ministry 
for  approval,  there  is,  I  feel  sure,  every  hope  that  this  will  be  approved 
and  completed  in  1 970 ,  when  approximately  twenty-one  dwellings  will  be 
able  to  enjoy  main  drainage  facilities.  In  this  event  a  number  of  proper¬ 
ties  will,  I  am  sure,  benefit  by  way  of  improvement  to  include  baths  and 
W.C's  etc.,  where  this  was  not  possible  before. 

Wild  Hill  and  West  End  Lane»  Essendon 


The  extremely  difficult  and  unsatisf actory  drainage  occasioned  by 
predominent  cesspool  and  septic  tank  facilities,  aggravated  by  harsh  contours 
and  inaccessibility  of  access  for  emptying  purposes  is  still  of  considerable 
concern  to  the  Council.  However,  a  detailed  scheme  for  main  drainage, 
connecting  these  two  small  communities  -  with  the  aid  of  pumping  equipment  - 
to  the  Essendon  Works  and  ultimately  to  the  Mill  Green  Sewage  Works,  is 
being  prepared  for  submission  to  the  Ministry. 

Groat  Forth  Road,  Marshmoor 

There  are  still  twenty  properties  on  the  west  side  of  the  busy  Great 
North  Road  dependent  on  cesspool/septic  tank  drainage.  The  Council  agreed 
in  principle  some  2  years  ago  to  effect  connection  to  an  existing  sewer  in 
Huggins  Lane,  via  the  pumping  plant  and  macerator,  now  operating  on  the 
Marshmoor  Crescent  private  caravan  site,  consisting  of  13  modern  vans. 

Early  consideration  should  be  given  to  this  small  scheme. 


HOUSING: 


Unfit  Houses  -  Housing  Act,  1957 

The  Council's  pre-determined  slum  clearance  programme  has  virtually 
heen  completed.  This  was  never  of  any  major  significance  at  any  time 
since  the  Act  of  1957  came  into  operation.  The  housing  stock  generally 
is  much  "better  than  one  would  normally  expect  in  a  rural  district, 
nevertheless,  sixty-six  dwellings  have  been  closed  or  demolished  during 
those  twelve  years.  For  some  years  the  programme  has  only  involved  a 
few  individually  unfit  properties  and  isolated  houses  may  still  be  dealt 
with  in  due  course. 


The  wishes  of  some  elderly  persons  are  respected  and  accounts  for  a 
time  lapse  in  some  cases  between  an  actual  closing  order  and  demolition, 
similarly  other  properties  are  subject  to  delayed  demolition  to  coincide 
with  known  re-development  schemes. 


Formal  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  the  following :- 


(a) 

w 


Houses  demolished  .e..oooo90..o.o...o.o«...9o... ..»»«.«...* 
Unf it  houses  closed  o..o.o...oo...o. ........... ... 


6 

2 


Explanation  of  above 

(a)  1  &  2  Dagmar  Cottages,  Old  Great  North  Road,  Hatfield.) 

South  Lodge,  Lower  Woodside,  Wild  Hill,  Essendon.  ) 
Woodlands  Lodge,  The  Ridgeway/Shepherds  Way  (junction))  6 

Nor thaw.  ) 

37  &  39  Park  Street,  Hatfield.  (Represented  1961).  ) 

(b)  "West  Kilve",  61  Station  Road,  Cuffley.  2 


Changes  in  Stocks  of  Dwellings  to  make  way  for  other  development 

In  addition  to  formal  action  taken  under  the  Housing  Acts  by  the 
Rural  District  Council,  the  following  houses  were  demolished  by  the  Commission 
for  the  New  Towns  to  make  way  for  other  development :- 


34a*  and  40  Batterdale,  Hatfield.  (Siltens  Bungalow  and  Burgess)  2 


Viaduct  Villas,  Park  Street,  Hatfield.  5 
69,  71  >  71a.,  Old  Great  North  Road,  Hatfield.  3 
101  St.  Albans  Road  East,  Hatfield.  (Flat  over  Tingey  -  Grocer)  1 

TOTAL  1 1 
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Housing  Act,  1969 


Part  III  of  this  Act  deals  with  Rent  of  Dwellings  in  good  repair  and 
provided  with  standard  amenities,  i0e.,  hot  and  cold  water  supply  to 
hath/shower,  sink  and  wash  "basin,  and  inside  W.G?s,  for  the  exclusive 
use  of  the  occupants  *  The  Act  came  into  force  in  late  August  and  thus  did 
not  really  get  under  way,  "but  six  applications  were  received  before  the 
end  of  1969,  two  Qualification  Certificates  were  granted  and  four  held  in 
abeyance  as  not  at  that  time  complying  with  requirements 0 

The  fixing  of  the  increased  rents  is  determined  by  an  independent 
rent  officer,  conditional  of  course  upon  the  issue  by  the  local  authority 
of  the  Qualification  Certificate ® 

Improvement  Areas  -  Survey 

Consequent  to  the  Housing  Act,  19&9  coming  into  operation  at  the  end 
of  August  of  that  year,  a  further  survey  was  carried  out  in  the  district 
to  determine  the  number  of  dwellings  in  "areas"  which  could  be  improved  to 
full  amenity  standard,  i.e®,  "Old  Houses  into  Rev/  Homes" 0 

Such  homes  must  have  hot  and  cold  water  supply  to  (a)  a  bath  or  shower, 
in  a  bathroom,  (b)  a  wash  basin,  (c)  a  sink,  and  an  internal  W.C.  where 
practicable,  to  qualify  for  an  Improvement  Grant®  The  lack  of  these 
amenities  does  not,  however,  make  a  house  unfit,  the  basis  for  assessment 
of  that  category  being  Section  4,  Housing  Act,  1957° 

The  areas  surveyed  included  Cromer  Hyde,  Warrengate  Road  (North  Mymms), 
College  Lane,  Little  Heath,  (Thornton,  Frampton  and  Coopers  Road  and 
Heath  Cottages),  Wild  Hill,  Bullens  Green,  Huggins  Lane  and  Dixons  Hill 
Road  (Welham  Green),  Church  Street  (Hatfield),  Nor thaw  Road  West  and 
Church  Lane  (Northaw)  c 

The  expression  "lack  of  amenities"  has  of  course  many  variations 0 
Some  dwellings  lack  a  wash  basin  only,  other  a  bath,  or  perhaps  only  an 
inside  W.C,,  others  perhaps  all  of  these® 

Following  is  a  summary  of  the  survey:- 

In  Areas  No.  of  houses  lacking  one  or  more  amenities  =  101 

Other  than  Areas  M  "  "  "  "  M  M  M  =  30 

(Scattered  Individual)  — — 

TOTAL  131 

Every  house  with  the  exception  of  five  has  a  sink,  and  these  five  were 
unoccupied,  awaiting  improvement. 
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The  number  of  domestic  premises  in  the  district  exceeds  13,500  and 
the  above  total  of  1 31  thus  represents  0.95*  approximately.  Included  in 
the  131  were  17  vacant  properties. 

The  Ministry  advises  that  "voluntary  principle  must  be  the  guiding 

one  .  informality  of  approach,  and  good  public  relations  are  needed". 

Such  methods  were  used  following  the  survey,  and  by  direct  approach  to  the 
owners  in  the  first  instance,  it  can  be  said  that  31  houses  in  Cromer  Hyde, 
College  Lane,  Huggins  Lane,  Dixons  Hill  Road  and  Warrengste  Road,  will  be 
improved,  once  the  usual  complication  is  resolved  of  rehousing  some  tenants 
where  a  two  into  one  conversion  of  small  cottages  is  planned,  and  of 
course  tenants  reluctance  to  pay  increased  rent,  etc. 

Improvement  Grants 

The  long  awaited  Ministry  revision  of  monetary  grants  and  amended 
conditions  attaching  to  improvement  and  modernising  of  old  houses  did 
not  come  into  operation  until  25th  August  1969  and  understandably  potential 
applicants  delayed  final  consideration  of  schemes,  with  the  result  that 
only  ten  applications  were  received  and  approved  by  Council  during  the  year. 

Of  the  ten  approved,  5  were  discretionary  and  5  standard.  All  were 
owner  occupied,  and  the  average  amount  of  grant  approved  was  Discretionary 
£608  and  Standard  £105.  This  latter  figure  is  unusually  low  and 
explained  by  the  fact  that  one  merited  only  £10.,  and  another  £40.,  one 
other  received  the  maximum  £200  grant  however. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  PREMISES 


MEATS 

Inspection  of  Meat  at  Slaughterhouse 

The  only  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the  rural  district  is  at  White 
Lodge  Farm,  Bulls  Lane,  Bell  Bar0  Every  carcase  and  associated  offal  was 
examined  in  accordance  with  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations 0  Fifty— two 
visits  were  recorded  in  the  course  of  examining  805  pigs  and  1  sheep o 

The  vexed  question  of  regular  Sunday  slaughtering,  and  inspection  hy 
the  public  health  inspectors,  was  discussed  hy  a  special  Sub-Committee  at 
which  the  owner  of  the  slaughterhouse  and  a  National  Farmers  Union  official 
attended 0  The  latter  presented  a  case  for  retention  of  Sunday  killing, 
but  as  a  compromise  it  was  agreed,  by  arrangement  with  meat  grading 
officials,  that  inspection  of  carcases  and  offal  could  be  done  on  Monday 
mornings  and  completed  not  later  than  9^15  acffio 

Following  is  a  summary  of  work  carried  outs- 


Number  of  Pigs  Killed  and  Inspected  00 
Number  of  Sheep  Killed  and  Inspected 


0Q©®®0Q®0®®®®®®®®®®00© 


oo*o®ooooo®®oo®®®9®®®*®oo© 


. . .  805 

1 


Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  c jndeomed  0000000000000000000 000000000000.00a.©© 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  condemned  0000000. •••••000  8 


AjjL,^^s.Qa^-es-..^j:^:ier  than  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  oondenoned  0000000 000000000000000000000000 0000000 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  condemned  00000000. o.ooooo  243 


The  vast  majority  of  the  above  comprised  lungs  or  parts  thereof  shewing 
congestion  and  pneumonia,  the  remainder  consisted  in  the  main  of  spotted 
livers,  pericarditis,  adhesions,  etc.  -  purely  localised  abnormalities G 

The  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  has  declined  rapidly  over  the  past  few 
years,  throughout  the  com  try  generally© 

ICE  CREAM  SAMPLING? 

Following  is  a  summary  of  samples  collected  and  submitted  to  the 
laboratory  for  methylene  blue  tests- 


Satisfactory 


Unsatisfactory 
Provisional  Grade 


Place  of  Sampling 


Provisional  Grade 


Total 


(1)  (2) 


(3)  (4) 


Vehicles 

Shops 

Hotels/Caf es 


22  1 
9  2 

1 


7  2 


32 

11 

1 


32 


3 


7 


2 
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Grades  1  and  2  are  accepted  as  satisfactory,  3  and  4  as  failures. 
MISCELLANEOUS  POOD  SAMPLES: 

The  following  food  items  were  taken  from  retail  premises  and  submitted 
to  the  public  health  laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination:- 

Sausages  2,  Sliced  Meats  44,  Fresh  Cream  11,  Miscellaneous  7. 

The  results  obtained  did  not  warrant  follow-up. 

POOD  CONDEMNED  AT  SHOPS,  STORES,  DEPOTS 5  MEAT  OTHER  THAN  AT  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 
AND  INCLUDING  FROZEN  POODS  AND  POULTRY: 

Carcase  Meat  &  Offal  4,182  lbs.  Pish  333  lbsc 

Meat  Products  14  lbs.  Miscellaneous  Poods  3,022  lbs. 

Meat  Canned  l8  lbs. 

Once  again  the  major  cause  for  condemnation  of  the  above  foods  was 
breakdown  in  refrigeration  plants  at  stores  and  retail  shops. 

TRANSPORT  CAPES: 

Hatfield,  situated  as  it  is  astride  the  Great  North  Road  and  the  A.1. 
and  nowhere  more  than  24  miles  from  London,  appears  to  cater  for  transport 
drivers  in  their  need  for  cafes  and  dormitories.  There  are  six  such 
establishments  within  the  district,  four  of  which  have  sleeping  accom¬ 
modation  for  80  drivers,  67  of  these  being  catered  for  by  two  of  the 
premises,  with  baths/showers,  wash  basins,  W.C’s,  constant  hot  water  supply, 
and  central  heating  for  use  during  night  and  day.  The  Public  Health 
Inspectors  visit  these  premises  and  a  few  years  ago,  in  the  absence  of 
regulations  specifically  dealing  with  this  type  of  premises,  formulated 
minimum  floor  space  requirements  for  each  bed,  together  with  toilet,  wash 
basins  and  W.C.  accommodation  in  relation  to  the  number  of  beds  in  use. 

They  all  appear  to  be  in  constant  use,  serving  breakfasts,  dinners, 
snacks  and  some  thousands  of  cups  of  tea  daily,  except  for  week-ends. 
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NUISANCES  ABATED  :  CONTRAVENTIONS  AND  DEFECTS  REMEDIED: 


Houses 

Roofs  Renewed  or  Repaired  28 

Chimney  Stacks  Rebuilt  or  Repaired  19 

Rainwater  Gutters/Pipes  Renewed/Repaired  13 
Walls  Repointed  or  Rendered  12 

Wall  or  Ceiling  Plaster  Renewed/Repaired  15 
Floors  Renewed/Repaired  9 

Windows  or  Doors  Renewed/Repaired  20 

Fireplaces  Renewed/Repaired  7 

Stairs  Renewed/Repaired  :  Rails  Fixed  4 

Sub-floor  Ventilation  Provided  10 

Dampness  Abated  41 

Additional  Lighting  Provided  2 

Additional  Ventilation  Provided  6 

Foodstores  Provided  or  Repaired  7 

Sanitary  Fittings  etc. 

Sinks  Provided  or  Replaced  5 

Baths  &  Basins  Provided, /Replaced  9 

Hot  Water  Supplies  Provided  l8 

New  W,C„  Compartments  4 

Renewal/Repairs  to  WoC0s  6 

Drains  Constructed/Repaired  17 

Drains  Connected  to  Sewer  1 

Drains  Cleared  77 

Drains  Tested  24 

Cesspools  Constructed/Repaired  9 

Offensive  Accumulations  Removed  X 


Total 


193 


177 


INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA: 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  visits  mad®  by  the  public  health 
inspectors  during  the  years- 


Public  He alth  Acts 

Complaints 
Housing  Visits 

Infectious  Disease  (including 
and  school  upsets) 

Visits  to  Patho  Lab0 
Water  Supplies 
Drainage/Sewerage 
Cesspools/Septic  Tanks 
Rubbish  Accumulations,  etc0 


Total 

196 

163 

contacts 

131 
66 
111 
453 
156 
57 


Public  Health  Acts  continued 


Total 


Insect  Infestation 

230 

Rodent  Control 

179 

Pigeon  Control 

68 

Agricultural  Premises 

53 

Swimming  Pools 

26 

Noise  Abatement 

33 

Long  Stay  Immigrants 

12 

Sundry  Nuisances 

m 

Clean  Air  Acts 

Smoke  Observation 

66 

Boiler  Plant  Inspection 

8 

Volumetric  Recordings 

256 

Housing  Acts 

Housing  Inspections 
Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 
Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 
Improvement  Grants 
Licensed  Caravan  Sites 
Gypsy  Caravans 

Food  &  Drugs  Act 


Slaughterhouse  55 

Poultry  Processing  Establishments  15 

Food  Inspection  1 1 6 

Food  Complaints  136 

Food  Shops  420 

Food  Warehouses  4 

Cafes  &  Restaurants  96 

Transport  Cafes  49 

Licensed  Premises  8l 

Factory  &  School  Canteens  59 

Market  Food  Stalls  330 

Mobile  Shops  102 

Food  Hygiene  Lectures  5 

Food  Sampling  &  Swabbing  34 

Imported  Food  Regs.,  1968  4. 

Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act.  1963 

General  Inspections  330 

Other  Inspections  330 


543 

1 

2 

105 

65 


2,111 


330 


801 


1,506 


660 
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Factories  Act 


Total 


Power  Factories 
Non-Power  Factories 

Miscellaneous 

Radioactive  Waste 
Employment  Agencies 
Interviews 
Pet  Animals 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 


121 

1  122 


11 

1 

34 

90 

—JL 


145 
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GENERAL 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961  : 

Following  is  a  summary  of  duties  carried  out  under  the  above  Acts- 


Number  of  Factories  on  Register  oooooooooocooooooooooooeoooo  117 
Number  of  Inspect ions  Made  oooooooooooooooe«o«eooooooooooooo  1 29 
Number  of  Notices  Served  as  a  Result  of  Notifications 

from  H0Mo  Inspector  of  Factories  oooooooooooooooooooo®*  2 
Number  of  Net  ects  Remedied  oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooeooo  9 


Defects  Found 

*  ^  an  t  of  ole  anl  in  ess  oooo®ooooo®o®ooo*  0*000*00000000  o®ooooooo 
Insufficient  Sanitary  Conveniences  00.0000000000000000000000 
Unsuitabl 0  ^anr t ary  o onv en ien ces  00000  0000000000000000000000 
Other  Off ences  Against  the  Act  oooooooooooooooooo9eo>»««oooo 


1 

NIL 

10 

NIL 


Factories 

With  Mechanical  Power  where  Section  7  enforced  Oo.o»o«.0,ooo.  1 1 6 
W 1 thou t  M®  chan  real  Power  oooooooooooo*o»ooo»o*o9o*o9oso*oo  #  o  1 

Note  -  Section  7  refers  to  provision  of  Sanitary  Conveniences  and 
although  primarily  the  responsibility  of  H^M*  Inspector  of  Factories, 
such  matters  must  be  referred  to  the  Local  Authority » 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963s 


Following  are  details  of  information  as  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Labour  by  way  of  Annual  Report  for  19^9°  These  figures  do  not  include 
railway  premises,  schools,  crown  premises,  municipal  offices  and  offices  in 
factories,  which  are  the  responsibility  of  H0M0  Inspector  of  Factories „ 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Number  of 

Pr emises 
Registered 
During  the 
Year 


Total  Number 


Premises  at 
End  of  Year 


Number  of 

Registered  Premises 

Receiving  a  General 

Inspection  During 

the  Year 


Offices 
Retail  Shops 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 
Catering  Establishments  open 
to  Public,  Canteens 
Fuel  Storage  Depots 


10 

100 

90 

7 

189 

189 

— 

8 

5 

1 

45 

45 

1  1 


TOTALS  18  343  330 


Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered  Premises  . 0 „  660 
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Analysis  of  Persons  Employed,  in  Registered  Premises  ~b.y  Workplace 


Class  of  Workplace 


Number  of  Persons  Employed 


OffiCeS  eooooooooooo®ooo®«ooooo©oooooooooooo»ooo»oQOO 

Retail  Sliops  ®o©ooooo®o®o®ooo®ooooooooooooooo®o®o©ooo 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses  O£>.oooooo®ooooooooo 
Catering  Establishments  open  to  Public  eo®ooo0oo0oooo 

C  an  teenS  ®o«o»©oo®ooo®o®ooo®ooo®oqooo*®®ooooooooo®ooo 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  oo  ®  o  oo  •  o  o  o o  o  o  o  •  o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o o  o  oo  o  o  o  o  © o 


TOTAL 


761 

949 

110 

346 

17 

2 


2,185 


TOTAL  MALES  1,020 

TOTAL  FEMALES  1,1 65 


Number  of  Exemption  Applications  Received  ooooooooooooooooooo  NIL 

Number  of  Exemption  Applications  Granted  oo®oooo®oooo®o®o«ooo  NIL 

Number  of  Extension  of  Exemption  Applications  Received  ® 00000  NIL 

Number  of  Extension  of  Exemption  Applications  Granted  ®  o . .  ®  ®  o  NIL 

Number  of  Exemption  Certificates  Cancelled  o 00 o ® o 0 o ® 0  * o . o • 0  •  o  1 

Number  of  Accidents  Notified  &  Investigated  0 © o ©  ©  © . © ® ® 0 o ® o © o o  7 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Served.  oooooooo®o.®oooo.o®o®ooooo  23 

I  UII«1  .  rif  IE  r.  -l  C  rm  II.I  r  c  Mgi.np.c--i  -  e.  r®  n  l®.  ■  '  —  "i.  ■  ■  ■■ 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Complied  With  oooooo00«o»ooo«ooooo  38 


General  Comments 


The  Department  of  Employment  and  Productivity  asked  local  authorities 
to  issue  a  narrative  report  on  inspection  arrangements  for  1969®  The 
following  report  was  sent:- 

1o  Approximately  90>  of  all  registered  premises  are  inspected  annually© 
Food  Shops  do  however  receive  several  inspections  under  the  Food  & 
Drugs  Act,  1955° 

2o  There  is  some  amount  of  overlap  between  the  local  authority  and  the 
Factory  Inspectorate  in  many  cases,  particularly  factories  with 
canteens®  My  Inspectors  inspect  the  kitchens  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  and  as  the  kitchens  come  within  the  factory  then  they 
are  registered  with  the  Factory  Inspectorate  under  the  Offices,  ShopSj, 
&  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963°  Factory  canteens  should,  I  think,  be 
registered  with  the  local  authority  and  your  opinion  on  this  point 
would  be  appreciatedo 
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3®  Most  of  the  inspections  of  existing  premises  reveal  very  little 
wrong  apart  from  the  thermometer  missing  or  the  abstract  of  the 
Act,  which  are  only  minor  details.  Here  an  official  notice  is 
served  but  a  re-visit  is  not  always  made.  It  would  help  if 
abstracts  of  the  Act  could  be  purchased  locally  instead  of 
employers  having  to  send  to  H.M.S.O.  for  a  1  /-  booklets. 

4®  Occupiers  of  new  premises  are,  in  the  main,  not  aware  of  their 
responsibility  to  have  their  premises  registered  and  my 
inspectors  have  to  approach  them  or  send  off  the  necessary  form 
before  making  the  general  inspection® 

5®  Complaints  from  employees  are  few.  In  fact  last  year  there  was 
only  one,  in  connection  with  the  temperature  requirements. 

6®  Accidents  reported  to  this  authority  are  very  few  indeed.  I 

suspect  that  the  occupiers  of  premises  are  not  really  aware  of 
their  obligation  to  notify.  Of  course,  sending  for  a  form 
valued  at  6d.  to  H.M.S.O.,  may  deter  them.  A  supply  which  could 
be  made  available  at  a  local  Ministry  office  would  be  helpful. 
During  1970  I  am  circularising  all  registered  premises  reminding 
occupiers  of  their  responsibility  to  notify  all  accidents 
involving  loss  of  work  for  more  than  3  days. 

7o  The  recording  of  the  number  of  staff  employed  in  registered  premises 
is  not  easy.  Staff  fluctuate  tremendously  over  the  year. 

8.  Printed  forms  are  used  to  record  inspections  and  notices  served  and 
these  appear  to  be  satisfactory® 
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RODENT  CONTROL? 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act.  194? 

The  number  of  treatments  carried  out  for  rat  and  mouse  infestation  as 
a  result  of  requests  from  householders  was  higher  than  the  previous  year,, 
but  about  normal  for  past  years  as  a  whole 0 

The  number  of  annual  contracts  agreed  for  regular  monthly  treatments 
was  41 .  Of  these  26  were  for  agricultural  and  15  for  commercial  premises0 
In  addition  casual  treatments  as  and  when  requested  were  carried  out  at 
other  business  premises  on  a  standard  time/cost  basisc 

The  income  to  the  Council  for  these  essential  services  amounted  to  £508 


for  the  12  months. 

No  charge  is  made  for 

treatments 

at  domestic 

premises 

Following  is  a 

summary  of 

treatments 

carried  out 

• 

Local 

Dwelling 

Agri- 

Business 

Total 

Authority 

Houses 

cultural 

etc. 

Properties  found 
to  be  RAT  infested 

12 

452 

28 

69 

561 

Properties  found  to 
be  MOUSE  infested 

3 

41 

28 

14 

86 

The  above  figures  refer  to  properties  only0  All  were  visited  at  least 
twice.  Farms  and  business  premises  on  annual  agreements  were  treated 
monthly.  The  number  of  visits  made,  thus  exceeds  2,000. 

I  have  on  occasions  referred  to  the  good  work  of  Mr.  Lawrence  the 
Council’s  Rodent  Officer,  and  his  dog  Trixie,  and  last  year  I  asked 
Mr.  Lawrence  to  keep  an  accurate  record  of  the  number  of  rats  that  Trixie 
personally  destroyed.  This  figure  is  no  less  than  185,  the  great  majority 
being  at  the  Cole  Green  Tip.  The  common  rat  is  a  prolific  breeder  and  that 
figure  of  185  becomes  much  more  significant  in  the  light  of  the  following 
facts.  A  female  rat  will  start  breeding  at  about  4  months  old  and  produces 
an  average  of  5  or  6  litters  a  year,  each  litter  on  average  being  7»  The 
number  of  young  rats  produced  by  a  female  is  between  twenty  and  thirty  per 
annum,  but  the  total  offspring  of  each  female  through  successive  generations 
will  number  over  a  hundred  each  year. 

I  have  seen  Trixie  at  work  and  can  report  a  truly  extraordinary 
enthusiasm  on  her  part. 
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INSECT  PESTS: 


The  following  supplementary  pest  complaints  were  also  dealt  with 
during  the  year 


Wasps  Nests 

121 

Cockroaches 

2 

Wild  Bees 

3 

Bed  Bugs 

3 

Woodworm 

17 

Fleas 

14 

Ants 

31 

Carpet  Beetles 

2 

Woodlice 

5 

Martin  Bugs 

2 

FERAL  PIGEONS: 

Built-up  areas  invariably  have  problems  with  pigeon  nuisance  sooner 
or  later  and  I  have  often  wondered  why  Hatfield  was  relatively  free  of 
this  pest,  that  is,  until  early  1969?  when  complaints  were  received  from 
the  tenants  of  the  top  floors  of  Goldings  House,  the  multi-storey  new 
block  of  flats o 

With  the  consent  of  the  Commission  for  the  Hew  Towns,  a  trapping 
cage  was  placed  on  the  top  of  this  blocks  without  much  success,  but  it  was 
then  noticed  that  although  the  pigeons  roosted  there,  they  spent  daylight 
hours,  for  some  reason  or  other,  on  the  roof  of  Queensway  House* 

The  cage  was  thus  resited  on  Queensway  House  and  baited  daily,  and 
during  the  next  few  weeks  thirty  pigeons  were  caught,  representing  about 
90^  of  the  flock *  No  doubt  there  will  again  be  a  steady  build-up  during 
the  next  year  or  so* 

Similar  requests  were  received  by  the  Department  to  deal  with  pigeons 
in  the  Garden  Village  and  here  again  trapping  was  used,  when  24  birds  were 
caught* 

This  method  of  trapping  is  more  effective  when  used  on  the  higher 
parts  of  buildings  and  this  is  not  always  possible  of  course,  but  the  above 
operations  were  encouraging* 

WASPS  NESTS: 

One  hundred  and  twenty  one  calls  for  assistance  were  received  for 
dealing  with  wasps  nests*  This  figure  is  about  average  over  the  past  ten 
years  but  considerably  more  than  for  1968  (51 )•  Generally  these  are 
reported  as  "urgent"  and  as  usual  are  confined  to  a  few  weeks  in  late 
summer  and  tend  to  take  precedence  over  the  other  pests,  including  rodents 0 
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MARTIN  BUGS: 


A  complaint,  not  encountered  "before,  arose  in  a  modern  house  at 
Northaw.  Martins  had  nested  for  the  past  2  years  or  so  under  the  roof 
eaves  and  it  appears  that  an  insect  known  as  the  Martin  Bug,  and  very 
similar  to  the  human  hug,  infests  the  nests,  Some  of  these  were  found 
in  the  Bedroom  and  the  department  sent  specimens  to  the  British  Museum 
(Natural  History)  for  identification 0  The  museum  gave  a  report  on  the 
habits  of  these  insects,  and  it  appears  that  the  martins,  migrating  at 
the  end  of  the  summer,  leave  their  parasites  to  fend  for  themselves  in 
the  nests 0  With  the  approach  of  colder  weather,  they  seek  warmth  inside 
the  house,  gaining  accesss  thereto  through  air  gratings  and  windows 0 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963  s 

Four  premises  within  the  district  are  licensedo  This  Act  enables 
local  authorities  to  examine  boarding  facilities  -  housing,  amenities, 
infectious  diseases,  overcrowding,  etc0  —  at  premises  where  animal 
boarding  is  the  main  activity  of  the  business «  The  largest  Kennels  in 
the  district  are  thus  exempt,  i.e0,  Greyhound  Racing  Association,  Northaw 
where  the  resident  dogs  number  some  hundreds,  the  purpose  here  of  course 
being  training  for  racing • 

The  four  licensed  Kennels  house  a  total  of  approximately  170  dogs 
and  60  cats0 

The  Kennels  are  inspected  regularly,  one  such  visit  being  made 
during  peak  holiday  periods,.  The  annual  licence  fee  is  now  £2o 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  i960: 

No  major  problems  of  noise  were  encountered  during  the  year,  and 
complaints  by  the  public  were  very  few,  Nevertheless  the  intrusion  of 
noise  into  everyday  life  is  increasing  steadily  through  road  traffic, 
aircraft,  building  operations  and  industrial  encroachment  on  residential 
areas,  but  generally  it  seems  the  public  at  large  becomes  aclimatised. 

One  good  result  arose  from  complaints  concerning  compressors  and 
road  drills  in  particular,  operated  by  contractors  daring  conversion  of 
the  Town  Centre  into  pedestrian  ways,  where  it  was  noted  that  mufflers 
were  not  fitted  to  the  drills.  The  contractor  readily  converted  these 
when  approached  by  the  public  health  inspector,  and  further,  the  New 
Town  Commission  and  the  R0DcCo  were  asked  to  ensure  that  all  contractors 
engaged  in  future,  fitted  mufflers  to  this  type  of  equipment 0 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION: 


Seven  years  ago,  the  department  installed  two  recording  instruments 
for  measuring  the  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  in  the  atmosphere.  Three 
years  ago  it  was  decided,  after  consultation  with  the  Ministry  of 
Technology,  that  readings  should  be  taken  during  the  winter  months  only 
(i.e.  October  to  March)  as  area  concentrations  in  the  district  during  the 
summer  months  showed  little  variation .  One  recording  instrument  is 
situated  at  Briars  Lane  Infants  School  and  the  other  at  the  rear  of  the 
Council  Offices  in  St.  Albans  Road  East. 

Weather  conditions  have  a  marked  influence  on  smoke  and  sulphur 
dioxide  concentrations.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  smoke  concentrations 
have  been  decreasing  despite  the  fact  that  the  last  two  winters  have  been 
longer  with  fog  and  sub-zero  temperatures  on  more  frequent  occasions  than 
in  the  past.  However,  sulphur  dioxide  concentrations  have  not  shown  the 
same  pattern  of  change  for  several  reasons.  Wind  direction,  obviously, 
will  have  the  effect  of  bringing  concentrations  of  sulphur  dioxide 
into  the  district  from  distances  of  up  to  10  miles. 

Each  year,  more  domestic  dwellings  are  being  converted  to  oil,  gas, 
or  solid  smokeless  fuel  heating.  When  the  weather  becomes  colder  an 
increase  in  sulphur  dioxide  will  be  emitted  into  the  atmosphere  although 
the  smoke  concentration  will  be  decreased.  The  use  of  electric  domestic 
heating  units  is  the  only  means  of  clearing  the  air  of  this  type  of 
pollution,  although  coal  gas  and  oil  have  lower  sulphur  contents  than 
solid  smokeless  fuels. 
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BRIARS  LANE  INFANTS  SCHOOL  -  SITE  NO,* 


WINTER  AVERAGES  OF  SMOKE  AND  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 

1963  -  70 


SMOKE 


MONTHLY 

Y INTER  AVERAGES  OF  SMOKE  AND  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE  1969/7O 

■  1969 

SMOKE 

S  0  2  | 

SitDKE  i 

/so2 

/70 

Month 

Average 

Highest 

Daily 

Lowest  | 

Daily 

Month 

Average 

Highest 

Daily 

Lowest 

Daily 

RATIO 

OCT 

50 

159 

19 

100 

160 

63.  ..! 

j  Oo50 

NOV 

.  .72 

269 

11 

!  105 

2.56 

13 

0o68 

DEC 

82 

300 

25 

J  . 1I5 

370 

So 

JAN 

59 

Usir 

11 

 ^4 

337 

52 

0o34  j 

FEB 

.  58 

137 

20 

J...  150 

918 

60 

0.39  1 

MAR 

54 

158 

20 

J _ 147 _ 

. .  .357 

45 

Oo37  ! 

FIGURES 

IN  MICRO-GRAMS  PER 

CUBIC  METRE 

Winter  Average  SMOKE  =  62  microgrammes/cUometre 

Winter  Average  SO2  -  1 41  microgrammes/cu0metre 
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ST »  MICHAELS/COUNCIL  OFFICES  -  SITES  NOS„  2  &  3 

WINTER  AVERAGES  OF  SMOKE  AND  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 

1963  -  70 

■  [■■  ■■■If  — ■  |1M  ■  l|  „  L 

SMOKE 


MONTHLY  ?/ INTER  AVERAGES  OP  SMOKE  AND  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE  1969/7O 


1969 

/70 

SMOKE 

S  0  2 

SMOKE 

/so2 

RATIO 

t 

Month 

Average 

Highest 

Daily 

Lowest  1 
Daily  1 

Month 

Average 

Highest 

Daily 

Lowest 

Daily 

OCT 

54 

.  149 

24 

99 

139 

45 

.  0.55  i 

NOV 

48 

270 

12 

106 

250 

50 

.  0„45. 

DEC 

80 

395 

21 

149.  . 

192 

77 

Oo54 

JAN 

68 

208 

12 

L  157 

439 

55 

0o43 

FEB 

69 

147 

50 

142 

294  .  . 

75 

0„48 

MAR 

59 

190 

17  1 

139 

271 

.  45 

0o42 

FIGURES 

IN  MICRO- 

“GRAMS  PER 

CUBIC  METRE 

1. 

Winter  Average  SMOKE  «  63  microgrammes/cuometre 

Winter  Average  SO2  =132  mi cr ogr amine s/cu0 metre 
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WELWYN  RURAL  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  for  1969 


******* 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health; 


G„R0  TAYLOR,  M.B.,  B .S. 


(London)  MoRoCoS*,  L*RoC„P09  D«P0H0 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Healths 


E„P. 


RIGBY,  M.B.E,, , 


M0B0,  B»So,  DoP0Ho, 


D0TeMo  &  H0 


Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector: 
P„B„  HAWLEY,  M„AeP0HoI0 


Deputy  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector: 
DoNo  SIBLEY,  M<>A0PoHoIe 


Clerks 


A.A*W,  CALLABY 
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WELWYN  SECTION 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres  o...  c..0  »<>«•  •.««  5,232 
Population  (raid  year  1969  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General)  8,060 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  31st  March,  1970  . ...  . ...  2,641 
Rateable  Value  of  the  District,  31st  March,  1970  ...  . ...  £402,866 
Net  product  of  a  penny  rate,  1969/70  .00.  ...»  ....  £1,662 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 

Total 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  59 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Number  121 

Rate  per  1,000  population  15.0 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  4.1 

STILLBIRTHS 

Number  1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  8.2 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  122 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  Nil 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  Nil 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  Legitimate  live  births  Nil 

Illegitimate  "  "  ”  ”  Illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (Deaths  under  4  weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  Nil 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (Deaths  under  1  week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  Nil 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under 

1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  8e2 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  Nil 
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Population 


The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  in  Mid  19&9  was 
8,060,  an  increase  of  170  on  the  comparable  figure  for  19680  The  excess 
of  live  births  over  deaths  was  62. 

Births 

Live  births  shewed  a  rise  of  4  from  the  figure  of  117  in  19680 


Deaths 


Fifty  nine  persons  died,  a  reduction  of  18  on  the  figure  for  19680 
This  was  mainly  the  result  of  12  fewer  deaths  from  heart  disease  and  8  fewer 
from  cancer.  Three  quarters  of  all  deaths  affected  persons  over  the  age 
of  65  due  to  cancer,  heart  disease  and  cerebro-vascular  accidents,  the 
three  main  causes  of  death  in  the  elderly. 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death 

Male  Female  Total  Average 

past  five 

years 

20 
11 
4 
13 
3 


2 


3 


27  32  59 


Heart  Disease 

Cancer,  Malignant  disease 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  and  thrombosis 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  other  respiratory  diseases 

Congenital  Malformation 

Nephritis 

Road  Traffic  and  other  accidents 

Tuberculosis 

Suicide 

Leukaemia 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  etc. 

Other  defined  causes 


6 

4 

3 

7 


1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


8 

7 

3 

12 

1 


14 

11 

6 

19 

1 


1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 


Deaths  from  Cancer:  -  11 


Respiratory 
Breast  -  2 


4  Alimentary  tract  and  liver  -  4 

Uterus  -  Nil  Unclassified  -  1 
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Comparison  of  Annual  Rates 


The  following  table  shews  the  Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and 
Infant  Mortality  Rates  since  1965  with  the  corresponding  figures  for 
England  and  Wales  for  '\9&9o 


The  slight  rise  in  births  was  insufficient  to  affect  the  birth 
rate  which  remained  the  same  as  in  '<9680  The  death  rate  shewed  some 

reduction o 

Infant  Mortality 


There  were  no  infant  deaths  during  the  yearc 
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Infectious  Diseases 


The  only  notifications  of  infectious  disease  received  during 
the  year  were  three  cases  of  measles „  There  were  no  outbreaks  of 
food  poisoning  or  streptococcal  infections  and  fewer  persons  with 
gastro  enteritis  needed  investigation  by  the  department,,  I  am  also 
pleased  to  report  that  no  Welwyn  residents  developed  enteric  infection 
or  other  gastro-intestinal  upset  on  return  from  holiday  on  the  Continent, 


Tuberculosis 


Two  local  residents  contracted  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  a  male 
aged  58  and  a  female  aged  3^9  and  one  case  of  tuberculosis  already 
under  treatment  moved  into  the  district  during  the  year„  The  total 
number  of  persons  on  the  tuberculosis  register  36  continues  to  decline 
year  by  year  in  line  with  the  National  trend 0 

The  Chest  Clinics  at  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Hospital, 

Welwyn  Garden  City,  and  the  Lister  Hospital,  Hitchin,  undertake  the 
treatment  of  patients  in  Welwyn  and  the  southern  part  of  the  District, 
while  patients  from  the  Mardley  Hill/Woolmer  Green  area  attend 
Letchworth  Clinic o  Home  visiting  in  maintained  through  the  Tuberculosis 
Health  Visitors  and  the  Home  Nurses,  and  I  am  again  grateful  to 
Miss  C,Fo  McMullen  for  advice  on  the  domiciliary  care  of  patients 
needing  the  support  of  the  social  services 0 

There  was  a  satisfactory  acceptance  for  BoC.G,  vaccination  of 
pupils  living  in  the  District  attending  secondary  schools 0 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


WATER  SUPPLY: 

The  water  supply  throughout  the  Rural  District  of  Welwyn  is  provided  by  the 
Lee  Valley  Water  Company,  and  I  can  report  that  the  potable  standards  have  been 
maintained  throughout  the  year  the  subject  of  this  report.  There  have  been  a 
few  complaints  in  the  Mardley  Heights  area  of  intermittent  supplies  at  times  of 
heavy  draw,  but  at  the  time  of  going  to  print  with  this  report  these  matters  have 
been  resolved.  The  Annual  report  of  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Company  for  the  year 
ending  31st  March,  1970,  is  not  yet  to  hand,  but  I  understand  its  publication  is 
imminent. 

Quality  control  is  as  usual  high  and  of  the  323  bacteriological  and  10 
chemical  samples  taken  in  the  Rural  District  throughout  the  year,  all  conformed 
to  standards  of  purity  considered  suitable  for  public  supply.  One  only  has  to 
compare  some  of  the  continental  standards  to  make  one  appreciate  the  very  high 
standards  achieved  by  the  British  Water  Industry. 

Capital  works  affecting  this  district,  which  were  completed  during  the 
current  year  are  as  follows 

i)  A  6"  diameter  main  has  been  laid  in  Oaklands  Rise,  Welwyn,  as  a 

continuation  of  an  old  6"  diameter  main  laid  from  Burnham  Green 

through  Bramfield  Wood.  This  main  has  had  the  effect  of  improving 
supplies  in  the  higher  reaches  of  Mardley  Heights. 

ii)  A  9"  diameter  main  from  Bishops  Road,  Tewin,  to  Burnham  Green  tower. 

iii)  A  9"  diameter  main  has  been  taken  from  the  27”  diameter  main  at 

Datchworth  and  extended  to  Broadfield  Road,  Woolmer  Green. 

iv)  The  Sherrards  Wood  booster  is  now  conveying  water  from  Digswell 
to  Greggs  Wood  tower  which  hitherto  had  to  rely  solely  on  the 
capacity  of  the  School  Lane  Well.  This  has  the  effect  of  assuring 
an  adequate  supply  to  the  Pry the  Laboratories. 

v)  The  Waste  Detection  Meters  Grid  is  being  increased  and  during  the 
year  Waste  Detection  Meters  were  placed  in  Harmer  Green  Lane  to 
control  the  Warren  Way  Estate,  and  in  Oaklands  Rise  to  control 
the  Oaklands  residential  development. 

SEWERAGE: 

As  the  district  is  now  fully  sewered,  except  for  the  Parish  of  Ayot  St. 
Lawrence,  who  declined  the  offer  of  main  drainage,  and  a  few  parts  of  the 
district  where  it  would  be  too  expensive  to  provide  main  drainage,  no  capital 
work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year0  In  those  part3  of  the  district 
where  sewerage  has  not  been  provided,  the  Rural  Council  have  maintained  a 
satisfactory  free  cesspool  emptying  service,  although  this  is  now  done  through 
a  contract  arrangement  instead  of  by  direct  labour  as  the  Council’s  cesspool 
emptying  tanker  has  been  dispensed  with. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL; 


The  weekly  collection  of  refuse  throughout  the  whole  of  the  Rural  District 
has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year.  There  have  been  the  inevitable  breaks 
in  continuity  due  to  mechanical  defects  and  on  one  occasion  a  strike  when  the 
men  went  on  strike  in  sympathy  with  the  Refuse  Collectors  of  the  London  Boroughs 0 
I  must  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  splendid  manner  in  which  all 
members  of  the  public  co-operated,  thus  lessening  the  effect  of  what  could  have 
been  a  very  serious  incident. 

Although  the  Rural  Council  offer  a  free,  special  refuse  collection  to  those 
people  wishing  to  dispose  of  bed-steads,  bicycles  or  even  cars,  there  is  still 
a  fair  amount  of  indiscriminate  dumping  throughout  the  district  and  in 
particular  on  the  Council ‘s  open  space  at  Mardley  Heath.  However,  whenever 
possible  the  Council  are  prosecuting  offenders  and  it  is  hoped  that  eventually 
this  will  have  the  effect  of  reducing  the  incidents  to  nil. 

During  the  year,  17  abandoned  cars  were  treated  as  non-runners  and  were 
collected  and  destroyedo 

Last  year  the  Council  had  under  consideration  how  best  to  meet  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967,  as  to  the  provision  of  convenient 
places  where  the  public  can  dispose  of  their  refuse.  It  has  been  decided  by 
the  Rural  Council,  after  very  careful  consideration  and  observation  of  the 
efforts  by  other  authorities,  who  have  implemented  the  container  service  method, 
to  provide  facilities  on  the  Council's  tip  at  Heath  Road,  Welwyn,  together  with 
a  free,  special  refuse  collection  service,,  Members  have  observed  in  those 
districts  where  the  container  service  is  in  use,  that  the  points  chosen  for  the 
siting  of  the  containers  become  extremely  unfidy  and  expensive  to  keep  clear 0 

RODENT  CONTROL  -  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT.  1949: 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE  FOR  PERIOD  1st  JANUARY  to  51st  DECEMBER.  1969: 


PROPERTIES  OTHER  THAN  SEWERS 

1)  Number  of  Properties  in  district 

2)  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notification,, 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 

3)  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 

for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons 
other  than  notification,, 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

NON- 

AGRICULTURAL 

AGRICULTURAL 

3138 

41 

256 

CJD 

129 

20 

"  i 

4 

CTO 

1 

! 

,  "  I 

66 


SEWERS 


There  was  one  minor  infestation  of  the  sewers  during  the  year  and  this  has 
been  dealt  with. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS: 

Standard  Grants  were  approved  in  five  instances  during  the  year,  covering 
a  total  of  £640.  Three  of  the  properties  were  owner/occupied  and  the  other  two 
were  vacant,  the  works  being  carried  out  by  the  new  owners,  before  taking 
up  occupation. 

There  were  no  Discretionary  Grants  approved  during  1 969. 

OFFICES.  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT.  1965: 

On  the  analysis  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises,  I  have  to 
report  the  following  figures :- 


Offices: 

451 

persons 

employed. 

Retail  Shops: 

71 

it 

it 

Catering  establishments: 

61 

n 

n 

Canteens: 

22 

n 

it 

Total: 

605 

Divided  into  347  males  and 

258  females 

• 

HOUSING: 

During  the  year  44  private  and  38  council  dwellings  were  completed. 

74  private  dwellings  were  under  construction  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year,  and  66  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT: 


Housing  defects  (not  Council  Houses)  12 
Canteens  and  Food  Premises  23 
Foodstuffs  28 
Cesspools  60 
Trade  Effluent  1 0 
Moveable  dwellings  30 
Statutory  nuisances  12 
Slaughterhouses  NIL 
Bakeries  8 
Factories  24 
Improvement  Grants  24 
Building  Regulations  1 560 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOOD  INSPECTION: 

All  fresh  and  frosen  meat  is  brought  into  the  district  and  presumed 
inspected  at  source.  No  slaughtering  is  carried  out  within  the  district. 
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The  following  food  was  surrendered  at  retail  shops  in  the  district  during 
the  year. 

Frozen  Pork  -  78  lbs.  -  Tainted  and  Bruised. 
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Appendix  to  District  Reports: 


1. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961  -  WELWYN  GARDEN  CITY  UoD.C. 


INSPECTIONS 


Part  1  of  the  Act 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers  | 
Prosecuted 
(3) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2,394  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 

2 

2 

two 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Secto7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

125 

227 

2 

BJ 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Sect e 7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (exclo  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

# 

Total  j 

127 

229 

2 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of  cases 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe. 
To  H.Mo 
Inspector 
(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(3)  . 

in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 
(6) 

Sanitary 

Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

2 

2 

Other  offences 

— 

— 

— 

CM 

Total 

2 

2 

. 

- 

- 

3o 


OUTWORKERS 

Making  wearing  apparel 
Brush  Making 


284 

6 


Appendix  to  District  Reports;  (Continued) 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961  -  HATFIELD  R0D0C(> 
Part  1  of  the  Act 


1 o  INSPECTIONS 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

* 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

|  Occupiers  j 
Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i) 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2,394  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 

am 

1 

(ii) 

Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Secto7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

am 

128 

9 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in 
which  Secto7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excl.  out¬ 
workers8  premises) 

OD 

Total 

- 

129 

9 

-  . 

2,  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of  cases 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refei 
To  H0M0 
Inspector 

(4) 

‘red 

By  H0M0 
Inspector 
(J5) . . 

in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 
(6) 

Sanitary 
Conveniences 
(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

_ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

10 

7 

— 

2 

,  — 

defective 

Other  offences 

«= 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

11 

8 

2 

3o 

OUTWORKERS 

Making  wearing  apparel 

49 

Making  curtains  and  furniture  hangings 

7 

Making  toys 

38 

70 


94 


Appendix  to  District  Reports: 


(Continued) 


FACTORIES  ACT,  196l  -  WELWYN  R.D.C. 


1 . 

INSPECTIONS 

Part  1 

of  the  Act 

Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(3) 

(i) 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2,3,*+  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 

(ii) 

Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Sect»7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

26 

31 

UB 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in 
which  Sect  <>7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excl0  out¬ 
workers*  premises) 

10 

16 

Total 

36 

47 

- 

- 

2*  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of  cases 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Re 

To  H0M0 
Inspector 
(4) 

f erred 

By  H.Mo 
Inspector 
(3) 

in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 
(6) 

Sanitary 

Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

- 

- 

- 

- 

—  1 

3. 


OUTWORKERS 

Making  wearing  apparel 


32. 


71 


' 


HERTFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


WELWYN  DIVISION  -  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE  SERVICES  1969 


This  section  provides  information  and  comment  on  those  aspects  of  the 
County  Health  and  Welfare  Services  which  have  received  special  attention 
during  the  yeaTo  Mention  is  also  made  of  some  of  the  associated  voluntary 
social  services  provided  in  the  area0  More  detailed  information  cn  the 
whole  range  of  the  County  Health  and  Welfare  Services  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer 0 

Few  difficulties  were  experienced  in  maintaining  the  staff  in  the 
medical  nursing  and  social  work  sections o  There  were  several  changes  in 
the  Social  Work  Staff  as  was  to  be  expected  in  a  rapidly  expanding  team 
with  members  proceeding  on  prolonged  professional  training  courses  and  the 
recruitment  of  specialised  workers »  The  nursing  section  is  well  up  to 
establishment ,  the  recruitment  of  part-time  clinic  and  school  nurses 
enabling  the  Health  Visitors  to  devote  more  time  to  their  educational  work 
in  the  domiciliary  field 0  The  shortage  of  Home  Helps  continues  particularly 
in  the  Potters  Bar  and  Welwyn  areas  in  spite  of  repeated  publicity  drives 
and  in  services  training  courses ,  and  is  a  cause  of  some  concern  in  view  of 
the  steadily  increasing  demands  on  the  service  from  the  elderly  and  maternity 
cases o 


All  grades  of  staff  are  encouraged  to  keep  up  to  date  in  their 
professional  studies ,  and  the  number  attending  approved  training  courses 
has  shewn  an  overall  increase 0 

Home  Nursing 

The  attachment  of  nurses  to  medical  group  practices  and  planned 
earlier  discharge  of  selected  surgical  and  orthopaedic  patients  from  the 
wards  of  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Hospital,  the  two  major  changes  in  the 
arrangements  for  domiciliary  nursing  have  caused  an  increase  (3$)  in  the 
number  of  home  nursing  visits  in  addition  to  the  increasing  number  of 
treatments  given  in  the  practitioners  surgeries »  In  consultation  with 
Mr0  Cassie,  surgeon  and  Mrc  Dawson,  orthopaedic  surgeon  at  the  hospital, 
arrangements  for  the  earlier  discharge  of  selected  long  stay  orthopaedic 
and  accident  patients  to  the  care  of  their  general  practitioners  has  been 
introduced  with  nursing  attention  provided  by  the  domiciliary  nurse  attached 
to  the  practice,  and  similarly  for  some  of  Mr 0  Cassie°s  surgical  patients 
e.g„  following  operation  for  hernia,  appendicitis  etc00  The  nurses  are  also 
taking  over  the  care  of  simple  accident  dressings  under  the  supervision  of 
the  general  practitioner,  including  the  removal  of  sutures,  thus  relieving 
the  busy  out  patient  department  of  the  hospital  and  providing  more  convenient 
local  nursing  attention  for  the  patient c  At  present  requests  for  tnis  type 
of  early  nursing  cover  from  the  hospital  are  channelled  via  the  Divisional 
Nursing  Officer,  but  with  the  nurses  attachment  to  group  practice  becoming 
fully  established  throughout  the  Division  there  should  be  no  reason  why 
these  requests  should  not  in  future  be  made  directly  from  the  hospital  to 
the  General  Practitioner o 
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Domiciliary  Midwifery 


The  number  of  home  confinements  throughout  the  Division  during  1969 
was  slightly  higher  than  the  previous  year  (267  -  an  increase  of  9)  while 
the  total  number  of  hospital  confinements  for  the  Division  decreased  by 
16  to  l,4l7<>  This  apparent  halt  to  the  trend  for  increasing  hospital 
confinements  in  recent  years  is  due  to  the  temporary  increase  in  demand  for 
confinement  at  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Hospital  from  mothers  living  outside 
the  Division  at  Stevenage  and  Ste  Albans »  The  midwives  attended  322  ante¬ 
natal  sessions  in  doctors  surgeries  -  60  more  than  in  the  previous  year9 
but  the  principal  change  in  their  work  was  the  considerable  increase  in 
post  natal  nursing  care  for  mothers  and  babies  discharged  from  hospital 
before  the  tenth  day0  A  total  of  4,030  visits  were  made  to  678  mothers 
following  early  discharge  as  follows e 


Within  48  hours  of  confinement 

334 

mothers 

and 

babies 

Within  3 

-  7  days  of  confinement 

93 

tt 

t« 

tt 

Within  8 

-  9  days  of  confinement 

251 

ti 

M 

it 

678 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics 


Attendance  of  mothers  and  children  at  the  Local  Authority  clinics  has 
been  well  maintained  during  the  year  and  has  not  been  upset  by  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  developmental  testing  and  computer  timed  immunisation  appoint¬ 
ments  o  Naturally  there  was  some  uncertainty  and  apprehension  felt  by  the 
doctors  and  health  visitors  when  these  changes  were  introduced  but  already 
it  would  appear  from  the  County  returns  that  the  level  of  acceptance  for 
immunisation  and  vaccination  has  been  raised 0  Attendances  at  the  small 
South  Mimms  clinic  hardly  justify  the  holding  of  clinic  sessions  in  the 
village,  so  alternative  arrangements  will  be  made*,  Otherwise  the  clinic 
sessions  continue  with  little  alteration  from  the  previous  yearc 

Developmental  Testing 

Dr<,  Bo  Powe  and  Dr0  E0M0  Jennings  introduced  trial  schemes  of 
developmental  testing  of  young  children  at  child  health  sessions  in 
Welwyn  Garden  City  and  Hatfield  during  the  year0  There  has  been  consider¬ 
able  discussion  among  the  medical  officers  and  health  visitors  on  their 
respective  roles  in  developmental  testing,  selection  of  children  for 
testing,  ancillary  specialised  services  and  link  with  the  hospital 
paediatric  departments,  while  the  need  for  extension  of  any  uniform  scheme 
to  include  the  General  Practitioners  working  in  Group  Practice  and  holding 
regular  mother  and  baby  sessions  is  obviously  desiraole0  Evaluation  of 
the  results  of  schemes  already  introduced  in  North  and  East  Hertfordshire 
and  elsewhere  will  assist  in  drawing  up  proposals  for  an  effective  scheme 
of  selective  developmental  testing  with  some  knowledge  of  the  staff  and 
time  required o  In  the  meantime  it  is  hoped  that  the  trial  schemes  will  not 
unduly  disturb  the  traditional  routine  of  the  infant  welfare  sessions  and  the 
team  work  of  doctors,  health  visiting  and  nursing  staff  and  the  voluntary 
helpers,  or  create  undue  anxiety  in  young  inexperienced  mothers0 
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School  Health  Service 


It  is  now  four  years  since  the  scheme  of  selective  school  medical 
examination  was  introduced  into  Mid  Hertfordshire  and  the  pattern  has 
continued  as  originally  planned?  except  for  additional  opportunity  for 
parents  to  comment  on  the  health  of  their  child  or  seek  the  advice  of 
the  school  medical  officer  at  the  intermediate  and  final  examinations 0 
All  heads  of  schools  and  departmental  medical  officers  report  favourably 
on  the  scheme  which  does  provide  for  more  detailed  examination  and 
appraisal  of  the  health  and  progress  of  the  child  during  the  first  year 
at  school  and  more  time  for  careful  follow  up  of  children  with  handle apsc 

The  annual  statistics  shew  that  the  health  of  the  children  has  been 
well  maintained  and  the  wide  range  of  general  practitioner?  local  authority 
and  specialist  hospital  facilities  available  ensure  that  one  is  seldom  in 
difficulties  to  provide  necessary  specialised  medical  attention  or  education,. 
The  placement  of  severely  maladjusted  adolescent  girls  in  residential  care 
continues  to  cause  occasional  problems?  particularly  in  this  Division  when 
drug  taking  may  be  an  added  problem,.  The  opening  of  the  small  adolescent 
unit  at  Hill  End  Hospital  during  the  year  will?  it  is  hoped?  ease  this 
situation  provided  adequate  nursing  and  ancillary  staff  can  be  found  to  run 
the  unite 

The  provision  of  additional  special  classes  with  higher  staff  ratios 
for  the  younger  child  in  difficulties  when  starting  at  school  is  proving  a 
great  boon  to  the  heads  of  junior  schools  and  the  educational  psychologists 
and  short  term  use  has  been  made  of  the  special  welfare  attendant  provided 
by  the  education  department  in  two  instances  when  a  disturbed  child  was 
making  excessive  demands  on  the  attention  of  the  class  teacher » 

We  welcomed  the  opening  of  the  Hyde  School  in  November?  providing 
much  needed  special  schooling  for  ESN  pupils  in  this  Division?  and  look 
forward  to  the  opening  of  the  special  school  for  physically  handicapped 

children  at  Stevenage 0 

The  Education  Committee  require  that  each  pupil  taking  up  par  t-time 
work  out  of  school  hours  shall  be  examined  to  ensure  that  he  is  medically 
fit  to  undertake  the  worko  In  this  division  it  is  the  considered  view  that 
the  time  has  come  when  this  requirement  could  be  reconsidered  ror  not  one 
pupil  has  been  deemed  medically  unsuitable  for  the  light  work  involved  in 
the  past  five  years 0  Perhaps  some  alternative  scheme  of  selection  fox 
these  examinations  could  be  evolved  to  avoid  the  unnecessary  clme  spent  by 
doctors  and  pupils  at  these  examinations  <> 

Marriage  Guidance 

The  Mid  Herts  Marriage  Guidance  Council  provides  a  confidential 
counselling  service  for  people  who  have  difficulties  or  anxieties  in  ..hen 
marriages  or  in  other  personal  relationships  and  an  edu rational  service  an 
personal  relationships  for  young  persons  engaged  and  newly  married 0  The 
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Council  extends  its  work  to  Hertford*  Ware  and  Koddesdon  in  addition  to 
Welwyn  Garden  City  and  Hat field 0  The  secretary  reports  an  increased 
demand  for  educational  services  in  schools  and  colleges  and  also  for 
discussions  with  marriage  preparation  groups 0 

Schools  and  Colleges  Youth  Clubs  Marriage  Preparation 

Noo  of  sessions  130  6  45 

Noo  attending  638  42  164 

The  counselling  service  has  also  been  well  maintained  in  spite  of 
the  heavy  demands  upon  the  team  of  counsellors*  a  total  of  534  interviews 
being  held  (115  with  new  clients)  during  the  year0 

In  addition  to  the  counselling  and  educational  work  the  Council 
distributes  a  wide  range  of  books  and  pamphlets  on  marriage  and  family 
life  and  plays  an  important  role  in  the  training  support  and  supervision 
of  suitable  men  and  women  in  counselling  and  educational  work*  The 
County  Council  and  District  Councils  make  annual  grants  to  the  expenses 
of  the  Marriage  Guidance  Council  and  rooms  are  made  available  in  selected 
health  centres » 

The  confidential  nature  of  much  of  the  work  of  the  marriage  guidance 
council  and  the  natural  reticence  of  those  giving  so  much  of  their  spare 
time  to  the  varied  work  leads  to  poor  public  recognition  of  the  value  of 
the  educational  and  remedial  work  in  terms  of  human  happiness  and  the 
building  up  of  good  personal  relationships  as  a  basis  for  a  full  family 
life0  There  is  an  urgent  need  for  more  men  and  women  particularly  those  of 
professional  standing  with  sound  social  outlook  and  experience  to  come 
forward  and  participate  in  marriage  guidance  work  either  in  the  counselling 
service  or  educational  sphere o 

Family  Planning 

Family  planning  and  contraception  is  to  be  accepted  as  part  of  a 
broader  concept  embracing  the  whole  field  of  human  and  sexual  relationships o 
The  aims  of  those  interested  in  the  family  planning  movement  are  to  provide 
for  men  and  women  to  have  babies  when  they  wish  to  have  them  and  not  by 
accident,  and  to  ensure  that  babies  are  born  into  families  that  have  sound 
and  honest  relationships  so  that  the  social  and  psychological  hazards  so 
commonly  met  today  can  be  reduced  to  a  minimum  and  children  grow  up  in  a 
safe  and  secure  environment  in  which  they  have  ample  opportunity  to  develop 
to  the  maximum  of  their  physical  and  emotional  potential 0 

The  work  of  the  three  clinics  in  Mid  Hertfordshire,  at  Welwyn  Garden 
City,  Hatfield  and  Potters  Bar  has  shewn  a  steady  increase  during  1969  and 
the  weekly  clinic  held  in  association  with  the  post-natal  sessions  at  the 
Queen  Elizabeth  II  Hospital  has  been  continued  with  425  attendances  during 
the  year0 


76 


Discussions  have  been  held  with  representatives  of  the  Family- 
Planning  Association  and  the  Welwyn  Garden  City  Family  Planning 
Clinic  regarding  extension  of  the  work  of  the  clinics  and  increased 
support  by  the  County  Council .  The  Health  and  Welfare  Committee  have 
substituted  block  grants  on  the  basis  of  populations  served  in  place 
of  per  capita  payments  for  medically  referred  cases  and  it  is  antici¬ 
pated  that  these  grants  will  increase  in  future  years® 

As  the  work  of  the  clinics  increases  and  the  methods  of  family 
planning  become  more  varied  there  is  greater  responsibility  placed  on 
the  medical,  nursing  and  ancillary  voluntary  staff,  who  attend 
regularly  week  by  week  at  the  clinics  and  devote  so  much  of  their  time 
to  this  important  work  throughout  the  yearQ 

Drug  Taking  in  Mid  Hertfordshire 

Reviewing  the  evidence  of  drug  taking  in  Mid  Hertfordshire  during 
1969  one  is  aware  of  the  constantly  changing  trends  in  the  local  scene, 
depending  upon  seasonal  variation  in  the  behaviour  of  young  people,  the 
forming  and  breaking  up  of  deviant  adolescent  groups  and  the  availability 
of  drugs®  Certainly  there  are  encouraging  signs  that  young  people  and 
their  parents  are  better  aware  of  the  perils  of  drug  taking  and  that  the 
increase  in  drug  taking  among  young  people  with  immature  outlook  or 
difficulties  in  personal  relationships  has  not  developed  as  rapidly  as 
was  feared o  After  three  years  one  feels  greater  confidence  in  the 
evidence  of  drug  taking  as  reported  from  reliable  and  experienced  sources 
with  a  detailed  knowledge  of  the  local  scene,  and  it  is  encouraging  to 
find  a  more  ready  exchange  of  useful  information  now  passing  between 
professional  groups® 

A  statement  on  the  disposition  of  persons  known  to  the  police  as 
being,  or  having  been,  drug  users  prepared  at  the  end  of  1969  shewed  a 
total  of  230  persons  within  the  County  area,  excluding  the  Metropolitan 
Police  Area,  of  whom  103  were  domiciled  in  Mid  Hertfordshire,  39  in 
Welwyn  Garden  City,  39  in  Hatfield  and  3  in  Welwyn®  Not  all  these  persons 
are  still  active  on  the  drug  scene  for  many  have  moved  from  the  area,  some 
are  serving  prison  sentences  and  others  have  shewn  a  promising  response  to 
treatment  and  rehabilitation®  It  is  difficult  with  the  social  work  staff 
at  present  available  to  give  a  precise  estimate  of  the  number  of  persons 
at  present  taking  drugs®  The  confidential  list  of  drug  takers  maintained 
by  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  based  upon  information  supplied  by  the 
Police  Department  and  other  local  sources  is  of  considerable  value  for  quick 
reference  in  response  to  enquiries  regarding  individuals,  but  it  has  proved 
difficult  to  keep  the  list  up  to  date  and  it  is  certainly  not  a  reliable 
guide  to  the  total  numbers  of  young  people  using  cannabis,  amphetamines  or 
barbiturates  at  present® 
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The  Police  Department  and  Medical  Authorities  report  that  heroin 
taking  has  disappeared  from  the  local  scene  and  also  Chinese  heroin, 
which  came  into  temporary  vogue  about  a  year  ago®  Amphetamine  taking 
continues  to  be  restricted  to  a  small  number  of  habitual  capsule  takers 
of  long  standing  maintained  under  medical  supervision  and  relatively  minor 
instances  of  experimentation  in  capsule  or  tablet  taking  by  youths,  but 
there  is  no  evidence  of  extension  of  this  problem  throughout 
Mid  Hertfordshire »  Methedrine  by  injection  has  disappeared  from  the 
scene  as  the  drug  is  no  longer  available®  Hospital  consultants,  medical 
practitioners  and  those  engaged  in  youth  activities  express  concern  at 
the  increase  in  trafficking  and  use  of  mandrax,  tuinal  and  other 
barbiturate  drugs  which  seem  to  be  so  freely  available  to  young  persons 
and  which  lead  to  baneful  effects  on  the  personality  and  behaviour  of  the 
individual  when  taken  in  increasing  quantities  by  mouth  or  injection 
without  medical  supervision®  Prosecutions  mainly  for  possession  of  drugs 
have  increased  throughout  the  County  by  33$  over  last  year,  during  the 
first  five  months  of  1970,  which  includes  prosecutions  for  possession  of 
cannabis  and  barbiturates®  This  increase  does  not  apply  to  Mid 
Hertfordshire  probably  because  the  police  department  were  more  active  in 
other  areas  of  the  County  during  this  period®  A  total  of  16  persons  has 
been  added  to  the  list  of  known  drug  users  in  the  County  during  this 
period,  of  whom  13  were  aged  between  eighteen  and  twenty® 

Attendances  at  the  drug  addiction  clinic  at  Gooseacre  on  Friday 
evenings  have  fallen  from  13  patients  per  week  to  8  to  10  patients  and 
the  number  admitted  to  the  wards  of  the  psychiatric  wing  of  the  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  Hospital  has  fallen  to  3  to  4  at  any  one  time®  It  is 
encouraging  to  note  that  none  of  the  persons  attending  the  clinic  or 
hospital  are  taking  heroin  and  that  some  of  the  group  under  the  care  of 
the  clinic  are  shewing  signs  of  gaining  a  more  mature  and  responsible 
outlook®  Several  have  decided  to  make  the  effort  to  withdraw  totally 
from  drugs  and  have  entered  hospital  to  end  their  dependence  on 
prescribed  substitutes®  This  is  often  a  time  of  considerable  stress  for 
the  former  addict,  needing  intensive  psychiatric  and  social  work  support 
with  assistance  from  the  family  and  community®  It  is  also  encouraging  to 
report  a  recent  decrease  in  violent  scenes  both  at  the  clinic  and  in  the 
community,  although,  as  mentioned  earlier,  Dr®  McClure  is  concerned  that 
unsupervised  taking  of  barbiturates  by  young  people  as  well  as  LSD  can  give 
rise  to  profound  emotional  changes  and  violent  behaviour®  The  particular 
menace  of  barbiturate  drugs  arises  because  these  drugs  are  so  readily 
available  as  sleeping  tablets  in  many  homes® 

Among  the  drug  taking  group,  while  heroin  and  Chinese  heroin  no 
longer  represent  a  problem,  physeptone  and  a  wide  variety  of  other  drugs 
including  mandrax,  tuinal  and  other  barbiturates,  hypnotics  and  stimulants 
are  used®  The  abuse  of  barbiturate  drugs  has  lessened  in  recent  weeks  and 
in  the  Hatfield  area  the  use  of  syringes  has  declined,  perhaps  because  some 
of  the  leaders  of  the  variant  groups  have  come  before  the  courts® 
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Following  complaints  from  local  residents  at  Hatfield  at  the 
display  of  injecting  by  young  drug  takers  in  White  Lion  Square  and 
the  public  conveniences,  arrangements  were  made  at  the  end  of  the 
year  for  a  room  to  be  set  aside  for  this  purpose  at  Queensway  Health 
Centre  which  gave  rise  to  considerable  publicity,,  The  number  of  drug 
takers  wishing  to  avail  themselves  of  this  facility  rose  to  a  total 
of  13,  not  all  of  whom  were  registered  at  the  local  treatment  centre 
and  the  ebullient  behaviour  of  those  attending  necessitated  the 
closure  of  the  room  after  ten  days*  Alternative  rooms,  not  part  of 
clinic  premises,  may  shortly  be  available  for  this  purpose  although 
the  decline  in  the  evidence  of  injecting  at  Hatfield  leads  one  to 
question  whether  there  is  still  a  need  for  this  facility,. 

In  recent  months  Mr,  Lake  and  other  social  workers  have  developed 
a  wider  range  of  resources  to  assist  the  young  drug  taker,  working 
closely  with  the  parents  and  members  of  the  local  working  party.  Parent 
discussion  groups,  an  art  group,  and  a  general  discussion  group  have 
been  established  and  the  close  links  with  the  youth  workers,  probation 
officers  and  youth  employment  officers  well  maintained.  One  local  youth 
has  been  admitted  to  Spelthorne  St,  Mary  in  Surrey,  and  another  has 
received  help  from  a  religious  order  in  Dorset,  A  short  convalescent 
holiday  has  also  been  arranged  with  a  befriender  living  in  Lincolnshire 
for  a  young  woman  following  hospital  treatment. 

The  opening  of  Roe  Hill  House,  rehabilitation  centre,  Hatfield 
next  year  and  the  expertise  that  the  staff  of  the  Richmond  Fellowship 
will  bring  to  the  area  will  provide  much  needed  opportunity  for  the 
long  term  rehabilitation  of  former  drug  takers  following  hospital  care, 

A  consultative  selection  panel  will  be  set  up  to  consider  applications 
for  admission  to  the  centre  and  it  is  hoped  to  take  a  small  group  of  some 
3  or  4  former  drug  takers  in  Hatfield  and  Welwyn  Garden  City  shewing 
promise  of  successful  rehabilitation  to  form  the  nucleus  of  residents  at 
the  onset. 

As  regards  drug  taking  among  children  attending  schools,  I  am  pleased 
to  report  that  there  has  been  no  evidence  of  extension  of  the  problem. 

Two  girls  at  a  Hatfield  school  were  known  to  be  associating  with  drug  takers 
in  the  autumn  and  upon  definite  evidence  of  continuing  drug  taking  by  one  of 
them,  she  was  before  the  Courts  and  brought  under  the  care  of  the  Children’s 
Department  as  the  parents  admitted  their  inability  to  control  her 
association  with  undesirable  youths, 

A  course  of  lecture  discussions  on  the  main  features  of  drug  taking 
by  young  people,  at  the  Teacher  Training  Centre,  Hatfield  early  in  the 
year  was  attended  by  some  30  teachers  from  secondary  schools  and  followed 
by  a  session  on  the  arranging  of  group  discussions  in  schools.  Further 
courses  will  be  arranged  at  the  centre  as  considered  necessary.  The 
transportable  display  on  drugs  with  samples  of  books  and  pamphlets  prepared 
by  the  health  education  section  for  the  instruction  of  staffs  of  secondary 
schools,  has  been  shewn  throughout  the  Division  and  is  now  available  to 
illustrate  talks  and  discussions  with  other  groups,  I  am  grateful  to 
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Dr®  McClure  and  members  of  the  local  working  party  for  assisting  in 
discussions  at  schools  and  youth  clubs,  the  demand  for  which  continues 
to  grow® 

Dr®  McClure,  Consultant  Psychiatrist  at  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II 
Hospital,  continues  to  play  the  leading  role  in  directing  the  treatment 
and  rehabilitation  of  drug  takers  in  Mid  Hertfordshire  and  considerable 
credit  is  due  to  the  nursing  staff  of  the  psychiatric  wing  responsible 
for  the  nursing  care  of  those  attending  the  addiction  centre  at  Gooseacre 
and  the  hospital®  Young  drug  takers  are  often  uncooperative  and  truculent 
patients,  particularly  at  times  of  drug  excess  or  withdrawal  so  that  their 
nursing  care  calls  for  qualities  of  tact,  forbearance  and  toleration,  often 
in  the  face  of  considerable  provocation®  At  a  meeting  at  the  Hospital  in 
the  spring,  the  difficulties  experienced  by  the  nursing  staff  in  caring  for 
the  drug  addicts  was  fully  discussed  and  a  recommendation  made  to  the 
Management  Committee  that  additional  occupational  and  recreational  facilities 
should  be  provided  at  the  Hospital  for  this  category  of  patient® 

The  local  working  party  on  addiction  is  seeking  to  expand  its  member¬ 
ship  and  activities  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mrs®  Cory  Wright  and  the 
group  is  doing  particularly  valuable  work  in  promoting  general  education 
on  drug  addiction  in  the  area®  The  regular  meetings  of  the  parents  group 
and  setting  up  of  a  panel  of  befrienders  for  youths  in  need  of  support  or 
lodgings,  at  times  of  particular  need  are  already  meeting  a  very  pressing 
need® 


The  quarterly  meetings  of  the  Hertfordshire  Standing  Conference  on 
Drug  Addiction  provides  a  useful  forum  for  periodic  brief  surveys  of  the 
situation  throughout  the  County  with  discussions  on  points  of  general 
policy,  supplemented  by  an  address  by  one  of  the  leading  authorities  in 
the  drug  addiction  field® 

An  additional  social  worker  has  been  appointed  to  assist  Mr®  Lake  in 
his  rehabilitation  work  and  it  is  hoped  also  to  appoint  an  unattached 
social  worker  for  field  work  in  Mid  Hertfordshire,  probably  based  in  the 
Hatfield  area® 

On  reviewing  the  scene  in  Mid  Hertfordshire  over  the  past  year,  there 
are  grounds  for  confidence  in  the  future®  The  really  dangerous  habit  forming 
drugs  are  not  so  readily  available  or  used  by  young  people  and  extension  of 
drug  taking  practices  has  largely  been  prevented®  Barbiturates,  particularly 
mandrax,  tuinal  and  other  sleeping  tablets  still  constitute  a  menace  owing  to 
their  ready  availability  in  so  many  homes®  The  steady  increase  in  educational 
and  rehabilitation  work  is  now  making  itself  felt  in  Mid  Hertfordshire  and 
much  credit  is  due  to  those  who  by  their  zeal  and  hard  work,  both  in  the 
professional  and  lay  supportive  fields,  can  at  last  see  some  real  progress 
resulting  from  their  efforts® 
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Infant  Welfare  Centres  -  Days  and  Times 


GOOSEACRE  HEALTH  CENTRE, 

Cole  Green  Lane, 

Welwyn  Garden  City* 

(Monday,  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  2-4  p0m0) 

PARKWAY  HEALTH  CENTRE, 

Parkway , 

Welwyn  Garden  City*. 

(Wednesday  and  Thursday 
2-4  p.mj 

PANS HANGER  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE, 

Daniel Is, 

Welwyn  Garden  City* 

(Wednesday  2-4  p0m0) 

VIADUCT  HEALTH  CENTRE, 

Sewells, 

Welwyn  Garden  City*. 

(Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
2-4  p<,m0) 

WOOLMER  GREEN  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE 
Village  Hall, 

Woolmer  Green . 

(Thursday  1st  and  3rd  in  month 
2-4  p.raJ 

QUEENSWAY  HEALTH  CENTRE, 

Queensway, 

Hatfield . 

(Tuesday,  Wednesday  2  -  4  p0m. 
Thursday  9»30  -  11.30  a.ra.) 

HILLTOP  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE , 
Bishops  Rise, 

Hat field o 

(Friday  9®30  -  11.30  aom«  and 
2-4  p.m.) 


WELWYN  HEALTH  CENTRE, 

Civic  Centre, 

Prospect  Place, 

Welwyn, 

(Friday  2-4  p.m.) 

ESSENDON  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE, 
Village  Hall, 

Essendon. 

(Thursday  2nd  and  4th  in  month 
2-4  p.m.) 

BROOKMANS  PARK  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE, 
Brookmans  Park  Hotel  Annexe, 
Brookmans  Park, 

Hatfield* 

(Monday  1st  and  3rd  in  month 
2-4  p.m.) 

CUFFLEY  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE, 
'Undercroft' , 

St.  Andrew's  Church  Hall, 

Cuff ley. 

(Wednesday  2  -  4  p.m.) 

THE  ELMS  HEALTH  CENTRE, 

High  Street, 

Potters  Bar. 

(Monday  and  Wednesday 
2-4  p.m.) 

CRANBORNE  HEALTH  CENTRE, 

Mutton  Lane, 

Potters  Bar. 

(Tuesday  and  Thursday 
2-4  p.m.) 

NORTH  MYMMS  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE, 
Memorial  Hall, 

Station  Road, 

North  Mymms. 

(Thursday  2-4  p.m.) 
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